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A Yes; I cannot remember any more. 
COL. MIENS If Your Honor please, that is all, 
THE PRESIDENT: Does the English prosecution have any questions to ask? 
SIR DAVI; i. XVELL-FIPEs Ne 


Does the Russian prosecution have any questions to ask? 


the French prosecution have any questions to ask? 
(No response). 


THE PRESIDENT: Do the Defendants! counsel wish to ask any questions? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
DR. KURT KEAUFTLANN (Counsel for the Defendant Kaltenbrunner): 


9 Is it correct that Dr, Kaltenbrunner was your superior? 


Dr. Kaltenbrunner was my immediate superior. 


Until what time? 
From the 30th January of 'l3 until the end. 
Do vou knor his attitude on important questions of life, of 
National Socialism, as as the Jewish treatment or question of the 
treatment 
rsonally did not chance to converse with him on these 
problems e “hat I know abo ! ` result of a few special personal 
ohservatic is. 
Jid you receive criginal svcJors of Kaltenbrunner's that covered 
ncentration camp people? 
I know about it is the oral directives or orders that he 
sent t he Amt IV chief hose I know about, those crders. 
Q Did Kaltenbrunner ever inticate to you that he had agreed with 
Himmler on everything concerning concentration camzs, and that everything 
he ececutive power was to be taken away from hin, and that 
that was to remain with him was the SD, as a message service, and this 
> service he wanted to develop to get the necessary critical faculties, 


which were lacking? 
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Then in this point Kaltenbrunner would not be accused? 
Yes, because he was the Chef of Amt IV of the State Police. 
I asked in this point, and by that I meant your sector; your department. 
I only represent the sector of Amt VI and imt Mil, 
But Kaltenbrunner was the Chief of the Amt section at the samc 
Kaltenbrunner was the Chief of the RSHA and the eight offices, or 

amts, were subsiciary to it. One i wo of them I headed, and they were Amt VI 


3 


and Amt Mil, an} these two offices had nothing to ĉo with the executive power 


of the State Police. 





H0029 — 0009 


L Jan-M-JH~1. 


THE PRESIDENT: What I understood you to say was that you were only 
in a branch which was an information centers; is that right? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: And that Kaltenbrunner was your immediate chiefs 
is that right? 

THE WITNESS: Kaltenbrunner was the Chief of the RSHA. 

THE PRESTDENT: Yes, he was the Chief, not only of your branch, 
but of the whole organization. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, that's right. 

DR. KAUFFMANN: I would like to question this witness later on. 

I would like to reserve the right to question this witness later on, after 
I talk with Saltenbrunner, 
QUESTIONS BY DR. KUBUSCHOF (Younsel for Von Papen): 

Q In the sumer of 'h3, were you in Ankara; and did you at this 
time pay a visit to the German Exbassy? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you, at this visit, discuss Germany and criticize German 
foreign policy in various ways, and at that point mention that it was 
absolutely advisable to have better connections with the Holy See; while 
at that time, Ambassador von Papen said: "That is only advisable then, 
according to the demands that I have made repeatedly, that the church policy 
be revised completely, and the persecution of the churches will cease"? 

A Yes, the content of the conversation is right, and in the same 
sense I talked with the then Ambassador, von Papen. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. THOMA (Counsel for Rosenberg): 

Q You said a little while ago that the same regulations existed in 
the realm of the civil adwinistration as in the Reich. 

A I said they were to apply. 

Q Please answer my question again. 

A I wili repeat: I reproduced the agreement, but in the 
provisional areas of administration of the Reichskommissariat, the same regu- 
lations existed as far as the armed SD was concerned, and these applied in 


the same way as in the Reich, 
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Q Do you know through whom that was carried out? 

A No, later on I did not concern myself with these questions. 
QUESTIONS BY DR. BABEL (Counsel for SS and SD): 

Q You were a member of the SS and of the SD, and in leading 
positions-- 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you state, for the purposes of the record, 
which organization you appear on behalf of? 

DR. BABEL: I represent the organizations of the SS and SD. 

Q (Continuing) In the RSHA, there were two departments, the Security 
Police and SD; how were these two departnents connected, and what was the 
purpose of the SD? 

A That is a question that I cannot answer with one sentences 

Q Perhaps I can change the question and ask a concrete one: Was 
the SD used with the Einsatzgruppen in the East; in what scope, and with 
what tasks or missions were they charged? 

A I believe that the voint of emphasis was the use of the personnel 
in the East by the Security Police which was the State Police; and the 
Criminal Police was there; and only supplementary units from the personnel 
of the SD were used. 

Q How large were these supplementary ccntingents? How large was 

A I believe that I can estimate the figures: Excluding female help, 
the State Police = perhaps 40 to 45,000; the Criminal Police -— 15 to 
20,000; SD in the interior, that is, Amt III with its organizational 
subsidiaries -- 2 to 2,500; and SD beyond Germany -= that is my Amt VI 
about 00, 

Q And how was the SD used in the Bast? 

A I can't give you particulars, because that was a matter of the 
Personal and civil administration, and it was under the chief of the 
Security Police, 

Q Did the figures yo mentioned include male members of the ‘SD, solely, 
or was the female help included? 


A Only male members. I excluded the female help, 
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Q Yesterday a witness mentioned approximately the same figure of 

3,900, but he thought the female hele was ine lauded, 
T said. L mentioned SD in the interior; 2 to 3,000. 
was ithe mierarchy of the Waffen ss? 

4 As to the hierarchy of the Waffe: S3, I cannot give ycu a 
responsible answer, because I wes not esacerned with that question, 

Q ow were a meriber of tae Warfan SS and of the SD. 

A I vas a member of tne Waffen 355 sinse January 'h45, according to 
higher orders, because I kad 1 ree owabers of military men through Amt Mil, 
and I had to have wilitarey ranz toc ver my activities. 


De you know what hap vencd in otner cases, also? 


QUESTIONS FY GƏL. Anan 
Q io you inw of any Specific case wncve Kaltenbrunner ordered 


clearance of aay con-enuretion Camp, vomerary +o 


Q Wall you teli the Trii 

A I cannot give ym the exact dats + belicve it was the beginning 
of April 1945. The son of President Macsi of Switzerlend had brought 
his father into Switzerland, aid had returned by aut> bimscelf to the 
concentration samp at Bushemaic; and he, wanted to call for a Jewish family 


1 


which I had liberated pex soua lly He came to tre camp while we were 


evacuating ib at tup speed wi ande the worst, possible circumstances. 


Three days before, I had discusses and pronissa ths non-evacuation of the 


camp to his father, and “his declaration was alsə meant for “isenhower; and 
since he had gone to Swivzerland in the nssucime, he was doubly disappointed 
and surprised »becavus. trie promise was not kepb. fuesi Jr. came to me 
bersonally in my office: was deeply insulted and accused me bitterly, I 
couldn't understand the circumstances, and immediately contacted the 


secretary of Himmler and protested against these proceedings. The actual 


fact, as mentioned to me by Muesi Jr. was certified as correct, but it was 
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unexplained since Himmler had not given these orders, or was not supposed 
to have given these orders, and a halt was ordered immediately by all means, 
Himmler personally certified the same over the phone. I believe it was 
on the same day, after an official meeting, I informed Kaltenbrunner of the 


State of affairs, and relieved his mind about this renewed breach of 


international promises. At this point of the conversation I paused, and 


the Chief of the State Police, Gruppenfuchrer Mueller, entered into the 
Conversation, and said that he, according to an order of Kaltenbrunner's, 


three days ago, had already begun the ev2cuition of the 
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most important internees cf the several camps, Kaltenbrunner replied: "Yes, 


Jan = iMB-1O 


that is right. A decree of the Fuehrer is involved, which was recently 
confirmed by hin, that is, the Fuchrer, and all important internees, accord- 
ing to that decree, were to be evacuated to the southern part of the Reich." 
Then, in a cynical way, in dialect, he said to me: "Tell your old man"-- 
that was Muesi, Sr. -<— "there will still be cnough left in the concentration 
camps, and you will have to be satisfied with that." I belicve that was 
on the lOth of April, 1945. 
COLe AMEN: That is all, may it please the Tribunal, 
QUESTIONS BY THE TRIBUNAL (General Nilitchenko)s: 
Q Can you say right now what were the functions of the chief amt of 
the Security Police? 
A That I cannot answer in one sentence. I belicve—- 
Q What were the ains? 
The RSHA was a comprehensive srouping of the Security Police; that 
means State Police, 
Q Te know about this organization on the hasis of the documents which 
ere at the disposal of the Court, but what werc 
A I just wanted, a minute ago, to explain its functions. Its 
functions were as follows: That was a matter of Security Pclice activity, 


Criminal Police activity, security measure, internally and in foreizn countries; 


that is, in Germany and abroad, 


Q . Would it be correct to formulate the functions as 
suppress those whom the Nazi Farty considered its cnemies? 

No, I don't belicve that, A statement of that type is too one-sided. 

But all these functions were also performed, 

They were, perhaps, in a certain part connected with the State Police. 
Q Has this part of the functions, then, been changed after Kaltenbrunner 
office? 
A No, there was no change. 
Q Have those functions, to which you were referring richt now, been 


changed since the time that Kaltonbrunner took office as Chief of the Security 


Police? 
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A The functions, as I pointed them out, did not change after 
Kaltenbrunner assumed office. 

Q I have one more question: “hat were the aims and purposes of the 
operation group which had been created on the basis of the agreement between 


the SD and the High Command? 


A As far as the azreemcnt was covered at that time, the first part, 


as I mentioned before, the task was laid down to protect the rear of the 
troops, and to use all means against opposition and against resistance. 
Q To repress or to do away with? 
The words were: "All resistance is to be broken with every means", 
By what means was the resistance suppressed? 
The agreement did not mention nor cover this in any waye It was 
not discussed. 
Q But you know what means were used for that suppression, do you not? 
Later I heard that with the bitterness of the struggle, the means 
were equally harsh, but that is only hearsay, as far as I am concerned, 
What does it mean more exactly? 
As far as Partisan opposition was concerned, and as far as the civil 
ation was concerned, there were many shootings that took place. 
Q Including the children? 
A That I didn't hear, 
Q You haven't heard it? 
(No response), 
SIR DAVID MAXTELL FYFE: Since Your Lordship was good enough to ask 
me whethcr I wanted to put some questions, I have had some further inform 
ation, and I should be very grateful if the Tribunal would allow me to ask 
one or two questions. 
QUESTIONS BY SIR DAVID HAX EL 
“ould you direct your mind to a conversation between the Defendant 
Kaltenbrunner, Gruppenfuchrer Nebe and Gruppenfuehrer Mueller, in the Spring 
of 19lh, in Berlin at ilhelmstrasse 102? 


A 


A Yes. 
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A Yes. 

Q With what was that conversation concerned? 

AÀ This conversation, as far as I gathered, because I was not a party 
to it, concerned about 50 prisoners of war, English or American, that had been 
shot. This conversation, in its particulars,was as foilows, to the best of 
my recollection: There was @ request on the part of the International Red Cross 

to get information on the whereabouts of 50 American and English prisoner 
war. They were interested in getting information about their whereabouts, 

request for intornaticn ty the International Red Cross secmed to have come 
through the Foreign Office, to the Chief of the Security Police and SD. 

Q Just one moment. Was it already in the form of a protest against the 
shooting of prisoners of war? | 

it was in the form of a protest, From the fragments of 
the conversation I gathered that there was a conversation as to what form the 
shooting of the prisoners of wac, which had already taken place, was to be ex- 
plained, 

Q To be explained? 

A Or explained. 

Q Did Kaltenbrunner discuss this with Mueller and Nebe? 

à Kaltenbrunner covered this matter with Mueller and Nebe and since I 
only picked up tragments of the conversation, I heard it hurriedly that they 
wanted to tover details more thoroughly in the afternoon, 

Q Did you hear of any suggestions put forward as to what explanations 
should be given to cover the shooting of the prisoners of war? 

A Yes, Kaltenbrunner himself gave these instructions, 

Q ‘What were the suggestions? 

A The large part was to be handled as individual cases; that they had 
perished through bonb attacks and then some, I believe, because of msistance, 
that is physical resistance and others persecution on their escape. 

Q You mean shot while trying to escape? 


A Yes, shot in flight. 
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These were the cxcuses which Kaltenbrunner sucvested? 
Yes, those were the explanations that Kaltenbrunner sugzested. 
Now, I want you to try and remember as well as you can about these 


prisoners. Does any number remain in your mind? Can you remember 
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any number of prisoners that they were discussing about which these 
explanations srose or about how many? 


Àe I remember only that the number fifty was mentioned again and 


again but how the particulars went I cannot tell you because I just 


followed fragments of the conversation rather than the whole conversation. 


But the number fifty remains in your mind? 
Yes, I hear fifty. 


Qe Can you remember anything of the place or the camp in which these 


people had been, who were said to have been shot? 


i 


Ae I cannot tell you under oath. There is a possibility that I 


might add a little bit. It may have been Breelau but I cannot tell 


exactly, as a fact. 


Qe «nd can you remember anything of what service the people belonged 


to? Jere they Air Force or Army? Have you any recollection on that point? 
Ae I believe all of them were officers. 
Qe “ere officers? 

Yes. 

But you cannot remember what service? 

= 


No, that I cannot tell you. 


SIR am very grateful to the Tribunal for 
letting me ask these questions. 


COLONEL AMEN: That is all for this witness. 


Very well, the witness can fo then. 


I wish to call as the next witness Alois Hoellrierel, 


THE PRESIDENT: hat is your name? 
THE WITNESS; Alois Hoellriegel. 
THE PRESIDENT: Will you take this oath? 


I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the 


pure truth and will withhold and add nothing, 


(The witness repeated the oath in German ) 


THE PRESIDENT: You can sit down if you want to. 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION BY COLONEL AMEN: 


What position did you hold at the end of the war? 
At the end of the war I was at Mauthausen. 
fere you a member of the Totenkopf SS? 
in the year 1939 I was taken into the SS. 
were your duties at the Mauthausen Concentration Camp? 
I was, until the winter of '42, with a guard company and I stood 


From '42 until the end of the war I was in the inner service of 


the concentration campe 


And you therefore had occasion to witness the exterminstion of 


of that camo by shooting, gassing and so forth? 
Yes, I saw thate 
Qe ånd did you make an affidavit in this case to the effect that you 
saw Kaltenbrunner ot that camp? 
Yes. 


ånd that he saw and was familiar with the operation of the gas 


chamber 


Did you also have occasion to see any other important rersonages 
that concentretion camp? 
I remember Pohl, Gluecks, Kaltenbrunner, Schirach ond Gauleiter 
Steyermarke 
Qe and did you personally see Schirach at that concentration camp 
at Mauthausen? 


he Yc6se 


Do you remember what he looks like so that you could identify 


I believe that he has probably changed during the last times but 


certainly remember hime 
How longt ago was it that you saw him there? 


That was in the fall of '42. Since that time I have not scen hin 
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Qe ill you look around the Courtroom and see whether you can sce 


Schirach in the Courtroom? 
Yese 
Which person? 
In the second row, the third person from the left, 


COLONEL AMEN: he affidavit to which I referred was U.S.A. Fxhihit 


THE PRESIDENT: “hat is the PS number? 
2753 PS. 
BY COLONEL AMEN: 
I now show you a copy of Yocument Number 2641 PS in this case, and 


ask you whether you can recormnize the place where those individuals are 


be recognized =- and I cannot cctermine 
whether it is next to the concentrstion camp Mauthausen. 

Qe Would you reneat that answer please? 

Ae As far as it is recognizable I cannot say for sure whether that 
is the quarry near the concentration camp Mauthausene This quarry could 
be at any other place. I would have to have more of a view but I believe 
that visits of the Reichsfuchrer and other people took nlace hut I believe 
that this is the quarry Wienerrrabau. 

Just lay the picture aside for a momcnt, 
Did you have occasion to observe the killing of inmates of the 


concentration camp by pushing them off a cliff? 


Vill you tell the Tribunal what you saw with respect to that 
practise? 
I remember that was in the year '41. I was on guard duty and I 
on the tower which covered the quarry wienergraben and I observed in 
morning about 6 to 3 prisoners and then two SS men were with them. One 


Spatznecker and the other was Eichenhofer. They moved == 


THE PRESIDENT: Vait, you are going too fast. You should ro slower. 
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Ae (continuing) Their actions were rather stranre and they were 


approaching the precipicc near the quarrye I saw them from my watchtower. 


I saw that these two SS men were beating the prisoners and I could immediat« 
ly recognize that the purpose was to throw them down or have them thrown 
down the precipice, either by themselves or have them pushed down. I 
noticed that one of the prisoners was kicked and it was motioned to him 
that he was to cast himself down from the precipice. The prisoner in 
desperation, because of the beatings, cast himsclf down imecdiately. 
Qe How steep was the »recipice? 
I estimate thirty to forty meters. 


Qe Was there n term used amongst you guards for this »ractice of 


heving the prisoners fall from the top of this precipice? 
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S. They were called paratroopers. 
COLONEL AMEN: The witness is available to other Counsel. 
THE PRESIDENT: Doss the Russian Prosecutor or French 
Prosecutor or Defense Counsel have any questions? 
CROSS EXAMINATION BY DR. SAUTER (Counsel for Defendant von Schirach): 

Q Iam interested in the following points. 

You said a little while ago that in 1939 you were taken 
into the SS? 

A That is true. 

Q Please repeat your answer. 

A That is right. On the 6th of September, 1939, I was 
taken into the SS at Ebersberg, Linz. 

Q Did you have no connections with the Party before then? 

A Yes. In April, 1938, I enlisted with the Civil SS 
because I was out of work and without any support, and I thought 
I will go to the Civil SS and I will get work. 

Q Then, if I understood you correctly, you probably went 
to the SS in 1939, because already in 1938 you had volunteered 
your services? 

A I cannot exactly declare that. Many were taken into the 
Army and they were in the General SS. 

Q Are you Austrian? 

A Yes. 

Then at that time you lived in Austria? 

A Yes, Graz. 

Q I am interested in a certain point for Schirach. You saw 
the Defendant at Mauthausen. How often did you see him there? 

A I distinctly remember once. 

Q Once? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Mr. von Schirach alone at Mauthausen, or was he 


together with others? 
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A He was with other gentlemen. There was a group of 
about ten people, and among them I recognized von Schirach, 

Q But we understand it was twenty people rather than ten. 

A I didn't at that time know that I would have to use these 
figures and I did not count the people. 

Q I am interested in this point because the Defendant 
Schirach told me it had been a special visit and inspection tour, 
an official inspection tour of the concentration camp at Mauthausen, 
and there had been a meeting of the economic experts of the east. 

A I remember that tnis group came with von Schirach and 
Bachmeyer. They entered the camp. 

Q You know that this inspection had been publicized in the 
camp several days prior to this visit and that certain preparations 
had been made in the camp for this inspection. 

I cannot remember that. I cannot remember those 
preparations but I do remember it was in the evening. I can't 
tell you the exact hour. It was the evening count or roll-call. 
The prisoners had assembled for roll-call and all the guards had 
to appear and I saw this group come in. 

Q You didn't know the day before or didn't your co-workers 

that an inspection was to take place the next day? 

A I cannot remember anything like that. 

Q And didn't you notice afterwards that certain preparations 
had been made--certain preparations had been taken? 

A I cannot remember that I noticed or saw any of these 
preparations, 

DR. SAUTER: I have no further questions of this witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY DR. STEINBAUER (Counsel for Defendant 
Seyss-Inquart): 

You mentioned an incident which, according to the concept 


of civilized people cannot be interpreted as anything but murder-- 
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the casting over a quarry of people. Did you report this to your 
superiors? 
These incidents happened several times and it is to be 
sumed a thousand times that the superiors knew about this. 

Q In other words, you did not report this. Is it true that 
on penalty of death, not only the internees, but the guards were 
permitted to report happenings of this sort to 2 third person? 

Y 
TEINBAUER:; I have no other questions. 
EXAMINATION BY COLONEL J 
Would you just look at tł 
Yes. 
Will you look at it carefully and tell me whether that is 
the quarry underneath the cliff which you have just described? 
I can tell from this picture, and I assume one 
hundred per nt it is the quarry Wiencrgraben, but I would have 
to see more of the background. I do not sce enough, but I am 
pretty sure I can speak with certainty. 
the individuals whose faces 
picture? 
A Yes. 
ribunal the ones which you do recognize? 
all Reichsfuehrer Himmler, next to him 
Sen and way to the right Kaltenbrunner. 
COLONEL AMEN: That is all, may it plcase the Tribunal. 
The witness can go and we will aidsu for 
ten minutes 


(Whereupon at 11.25 a recess was taken 
until 11.35.) 
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COLC TT. STOREY: If the Tribunal please, the next ana final subject 
of the cri intl organizations is the General Staff and High Command, to be 
presented iv Colonel Taylor, 

Colon". Tavlor. 

COLON i TELFORD TAYLOR: Your Lordship and manbers of the Tribunal: 

The indictment seeks the declaration of criminality under Articles 9 to 1l 

of the Charter against six groups or organizations, and the last one listed 
in the indictment is described as a group, described as the General Staff and 
High Command of the German Armed Forces, 

At first sight these six groups and organizations seem to differ rather 
widely one from nother, both in their composition and in their functions, 
but all of them are related and we believe that they are logically indicted 
together before the Tribunal because they are the primary agencies and the 
chief tools by means of which the Nazi conspirators sought to achieve their 
aims, All six of them were either established by, controlled by, ar became 
allied with the Nazis, and they were essential to the success of the Nazis. 
They were ~t once the principal and indispensable instruments, the party, 
the governr..nt. the police, and the armed forces, It is my task to present 
the case in chief against the General Staff and High Command group. 

Now, in one respect this group is to be sharply distinguished from the 
other groups and organizations against which we have sought this declaration, 
For exomple, the leadership corps of the Nazi Party, of the NSDAP, is the 
leadership corps of the party itself, the party which was the embocimcnt of 
Nazism, which was the instrument prinarily through which Hitlerism rode to M11 

anc tyranny in Germany. The 34 and the SS were branches -- to be sure, 
branches of the Nazi party. The Cerman police had certain roots and 
sents which antedated Hitleris., but it became 99 per cent a creature of 
Nazi Party and State, he Reichseecbinet was in essence merely a committe 
series of committees of Reich Ministers, and when the Nozis came to power, 
‘lly these ministerial positions were filled for the most port by 
All tnese other groups and organizations, accordingly, either owe their 


origin and cvvelopnent to Nazism or automatically became nazified when Hitler 
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Now, that is not true of the group with which we are now concerned, 

I need not iwtind ths Tribunal that Gernon armed might ənd the German 
military tre ition andedate Hitlerism by meny decades, One need not be a 
Eraybesrd te wee very vivid personal recollections of the war of 1914 to 
19°.8, of the iiniser and of the scrap of paper. For these reasons, I want to 
sitctch very briefly, before going into the evidence, the nature of our cas 
ayninst this group which is unique in the particulars I have mentioned, 

As a result of the German defeat in 1918 and the Treaty of Versailles, 
the size and the permissible scope of activities of the German armed forces 
were severely restricted, That these restrictions did not destroy or even 
seriously undermine German militarism, the last fow years have made abundantly 
apperent, The fuli. flowering of German military strength came about tarougl 
collaboration, collaboration between the Nazis on the one hand and the 
career leaders of the German armec forces, the professionzl soldiers, sailors, 
and airmen. 

“hen Hisler cane to power, he did not find a vacuum in the field of military 
affairs, He ‘ovad a small Reichwehr ond a body of professional officers with 
a morale an’ outlook nourished by German military history. The leaders of 
these professional officers constitute the group named in the indictment, the 
General Staff and High Command of the German Armed Forces, This part of the 
case concerns that group c? men, 

Now, needless to say, it is not the prosecution's position that it is a 
crime to be a soldier or a sailor ar to serve one's country as a soldier or 
sailor in time of wer, The profession of arms is an honorable one and can 
be honorably practiced, but it is too clear for argument that a man who 
camits crims cannot plead as a defense that he committed them in uniform, 

Now, it is not in the nature of things and it is not the prosecution's 
position that every member of this group was 2 wicked man or that they were 


all equally culpable, but we will show that this group not only collsborxted 


with Hitler znd supported the essential Nazi objectives, we will show that they 


furnished the one thing which was essential znd basic to the success of the 
Nazi progran for Germany, and that was skill and experience in the cevclopment 


and use of armed might, 
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Why di . this group support Hitler and the Nazis I think Your Honors 
will sec, ns the proof is given, that &he answer is very simple, The answer 


} 


is that they agreed with the truly bawic objectives of Hitlerism and Nazism 

i that Hitler gave the generals thy opportunity to play a major 
achivving these objectives, The generals, like Hitler, wanted to 
Germany at the expense of neighboring ecuntrics and ware prepared 
force or thre t of fonge. Force, armes might, was the keystone of the arch, 
the thing without which nothing else would have been possible, 

As they ceme to power 2nd when thoy had attained power, the Nazis had 

two alternatives, cither to collxborate with and expand the small German army, 
known as the Reichswehr, or to ignowe the Reichswehr and build up 2 separate 


ir om.. The generals frarec that the Nazis might do the latter and 


necorcingl-- w.ce more inclined to collaborate, liorcover, the Nazis offered 


the gencra.s the chance of achieving much that they wishec to achieve by way 


of expandir" Gevmnn armies anc German frontiers, and SO, aS we will show, the 
generals ciimbed onto the Nazi bandwngip. They saw it was going in their 

dir ection for the meser o doubt they hoped later to take over the 
direction theuselves, In fact, as the proof will show, ultimately it was the 
generals who were token for a ride by the Nezis. 

Hitler, in short, attracted th snerals to him with the glitter of 
conquest anc then succeeded in submerging thm politically anc, as the war 
proceeded, they becerme his tools, But as these military leačers became the 
tools of Nazism, it is not to be supposed that they were unwitting or that they 
did not psrticipate fully in many of whe crimes which we will bring to the 
notice of the Tribun-l, The willingness, and indeed the eagerness of the 
German professional officer corps to become parties of the Nazis will be 
fully develop.4, 

My Lorcship, there will be three principal puts to this presentation, 
There will o- first a description of the composition nd functioning of the 
Genoral St: ff and High Command group rs defined in the incictment; next, the 
evidence in support of the charge of griminzlity unter Counts 1 anà 2 of the 
incictment; finally, the evidence in support of the charges uncer Counts 3 and he 


2 members of the Tribunal shoul? have before them three document b cooks 
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the usual type of document books, separated merely for convenience of 
handling. The second book contai':s documents in the C and L serics; 

and the third book, in the PS and R series, For the convenience of 

the Tribunal we have had handed up a list of these documents in the order 
in vhich they will be referred tos 


re 


9 Tribunal should also have one other document, and that is a 
short .iaeographed statement entitled "Basic T, formation on the Organizea- 
tion of the German Armed Forcese" That has also been handed up in 
English, Russian and Frenchy and has also been made available to the 
Defendants! Information Center in Germany, 
So I turn first to a description of the sroup as defined in the 
indictnerte 
During the First World “ler, there was an organization in the German 
ned Forces known as the Great General Staff. This name, the German 
neral Staff or Great General Staff, persists in the public mind, but 
he Grosse Generalstab no nger exists in facte There hes been no 
such single organization, ! incle German General Staff since 1918, 
but there has, of course, been a group of men responsible for the policy 
acts of the German armed forces, and the fact that these men 
name does not prevent us from collecting them 
shor, They cannot escape the consequences of their collective acts 
ly instead of formally. the essence of a general 
staff or a hich cormand lies not in the name give it, but in the 
functions it performs, and the men comprise within the group as we 
have defined it in the indictment do constitute a functional group 
welded together by common responsibility, those officers who had the 
principal authority and responsibility under Hitler for the plans and 
operations of the German armed forcese 
Let us examine first the general structure and organization of the 
German Armed Forces and then lock at the composition of the group as 
specified in the indictment. As I just mentioned, we have prepared a 
vory short written exposition of the organization of the German armed 
“orecs which we have handed up to the Tribunale That document contains 
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a short sketch setting forth the basic history and development of the 
Suprene Command of the German armed forces since 1933, and the structure 
as it cmerged aftcr its reorga.ication in 1938. It also contains a 
simple chart which in a few moments will be displayed at the front of 
the courtroom, It also contains a short glossary of German military 
expressions and it contains a comparative table of rank in the German 


e 


arm cnd in the SS, showing the equivalent ranks in the American Ariy 
and th equivalent ranks for the German Navy and the British Navyo 
I mez" say that military and naval ranks ciffer slightly among the prin- 
cipal nations, but that by and large they follow the same gencral 
pattern and terninologyo 

When the Nazis came to power in 19335, the German armed forces were 
controlled by a Reich Defense “iinister who at that time we 
Marshal Verner von Flomberg, VJnder von Blomberg were the chief of 
the Army staff who at that time was von Fritsch, and of the naval 
staff, the Defendant Raecdere Owing to the limitations imposed on 
Germany by the Treaty of Versailles, the German Air Force at that time 
had no official existence whatever, 

In May 1935, at the time that military conscription was introduced 
in Cormany, there was a change in the titles of these officers, but 
the st: ucture remained basically Field Marshal von Blomberg 
remait.cd in supreme command of the armed forces, with the title of 
Reich Minister for Var and Commander=ine-Chicf of the Armed Forcess 
Von Fritsch assumed the title Commander=in-Chief of the Army, and 
Reeder Commanccr-—in-Chicf of the Navye 

the German Air Force came into official and open existence at about 
this same tine, but it was not put under von Blomberge It was an 
independent institution under the personal command of the Defendant 
Goering who had the double title of Air Minister and Commander-in=Chicf 
of the Air Forcee 

I will now ask that that chart be displayed please, 

This chart, your Honors, has been certified and sworn to by three 
principal German generals and the affidavits with reference to it will 
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be introduced in a few noments. It shows the organization, the top 
organization; of the amed forces as it emerged in 1938 after the ree 
orvanizaiion which I will now describes 

In Fobruary 1938 von Blomberg and von Fritsch were both retired from 
their r--itions and Blomberg's ministry, the War Ministry, was wound upo 
The War Ministry had contained a division or department called the 
Vienrmacht ‘mt, meaning the ‘Armed Forces Department, and the function of 
that department had been to coordinate the plans and operations of the 
Army and Navy, From this Armed Forces Department was formed a new over= 
all armed forces authority known as the High Command of the German Armed 
Forces ~ that is the box in the center right under Hitler - known in 
German as Oberkommando Der Wehrmacht, and usually known by the initials 
OKWe 

Since the Air Force as well əs the Army was subordinated to OKW, 
coordination of all armed forces matters was vested in the OKW which 
was really Hitler's personal staff for these matierse The Defendant 
Keitcl was appointed Chief of the OKW and the most important division 
of the OF. /, shown just to the right, was the Operations Staff, of which 
the Deverdant Jodl became the chief, 

Nowy this reorganization and the establishnent of OKW was embodied 

issued by Hitler on tho lth of February, 1938. This decree 

appeared in the Reichsgesctzblatt, and I invite the Court's attcntion 
to it by way of judicial notice, Copies are available and I would like 
to read the decree which is very short, into the transcripte I quotes 

"Command authority over the entire armed forces is from now on 
vxerecissc directly by me personally," 

THE PRESIDENT; Where do we find it? 

COLONEL TAYLOR: That is not a document, your Honor, because it is 
a cocree from the Reichsgesctzblatt and subject to judicial notice, but 
copics are available here if the Tribunal cares to look at it. 

I will continue with the second paragraph of this decrees 

"The Armed Forces Department in the Reich War Ministry with its 
functiors becomes the High Command of the Armed Forces and comes directly 


under my cxcmmand as my military staff, 
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The hcad of the staff of the High Command of the Armed Forces is 
the Chicf of the former irmed Forces Departnent » with the title of 
Chicf of the High Command of the .rmed Forces, His status is caual to 
that of a Reich ilinisters 7 

"The High Cormand of the Armed Forces also takes over the affairs 
of the Rotich Ver Hinistry., The Chief of the High Command of the Armed 
Forces, cs my representative, excercises the functions hitherto exercised 
by the Doicn War linister, The iligh Command of the Armed Forces is 
respoi.sible in peace-tine for the unified preparation of the defense of 
the Reich in all areas according to my directives. 


"Berlin, 4 of February, Signed by Hitler, by Lammers, and by Keitel." 
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Underneath the OKW come the t’~ce supreme conmands of the three 
brenches of the rme Forces: OKH, OKM, and the Air Force. The Air 
Force didn't receive the official designation OKL until 19h), and 
Defendant Raedcr remained ofter 1938 as Comnander in Chief of the 
Navy, but von Fritsch, as well as Blumberg, passed out of the picture, 
Von Fritsch being replaced by Von Brauchitsch as Commander in Chief 
of the iry. Goering continued as Commander in Chief of the Air 
In 191 Ven Brauchitsch was replaced as Commander in Chicf of the Lrny-- 
first box in the left cclumn--by Hitler himself, and in 


Na 


ss roplaccd as Commander in Chief of the Navy by the Defendant 
Docnitz. The Defendant Goering continued as Commander in Chief of the 
Lir Force until the last month cf the wer. 
OK, CXH, OKM and OKL cach had its om staff, These fcur staffs 
have uniform desis The three staffs cf the army, Navy 
Force are the three boxes a horizontal line next to the bottom. 
little box to the right at the top 
JorLironte 
In the case of OKH =- that is the Army -- the staff was know as 
the Gonerrlstab or the General Starz In the case of OKW, it was kr 
the Fuchrun¢stab or Operations Staff, but in all cases, the functions 
general staff in military parlance. 
seen, therefore, that in this war there was no single 
German Genoral Steff but, rather, that thcre were four, one for each 
branch of the Service end one for t KY as the overcll inter-Service 
Supreme 
to the bottom line on the chart. Down to the bottom 


merned with the central staff organization at the 


center of affair Now we pass to the ficld,. Under OKH, OKM and OKL 


came the vericus fighting formations of the Army, Lir Force and Navy, 
respectively. 

In the Army, the lergest Army field formation was known to the 
Germans, as indeed it is among the nsticns generally, as an army 


A 


croun or in German, heeresgruppee Those are shown in the box in the 
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lower left hand corner, An army group or heeressruppe controls two 
or morc armies -= in German, armecn, ` Underneath the army come the lower 
field formations, such as corps, civisiong and regiments, which are 
not shown on the charte 
In the case of the Gorman Air Force, the largest formation 1 
luftflottc, and the lower units uncer the 


. 


ct were called corps, jagdecrps, or divisions, flicgcrdivisionen., 
ver formations again wé have not shown on the charte 
Un«cr the OKM were the varicus naval group commends, which 
controllo] all navel operations in a given erca, with the exception of 
the hish s flee and submarines, The commande of the 
and the si.merines were directly under the German Admiralty. 
now exauine the grov. ined in the indictment, the 
the Prosecution seeks the declaration of criminality. 
It is defined in Appendix B of the Indictment., he group comprises, 
firstly, German officers who held the p positions in the four supreme 
commands which I have just descri’=:c, and, secondly, the officers whe 
held the top ficld commands. 
Turning first to the officers who held the principal positions 


commends, we find that the idexvs of nine such posi- 
3 t 


in the group. Fo of these 


authoritys The Chief of the OKW, Keitel; the Commander in 


Von Brauchitsch, later Hitler; Commander in Chief 
nd later Deenitz; Commander in Chief of the Air 
ring and later. Von Greim. 
‘tner positions are those of the chiefs of the staffs to 
those o mmanders in chief: The Chief of the 
OW, Jodl; the Chief of the Gencral Staff of the Army, Halder and 
later others; the Chief of the General Staff of the Air Foree, and 
leter others; the Chief of the Neval War Staff. 
The ninth position is that of Deputy Chief of the Operations 
f OKW, Throughout mest of the war that was General Warlimont, 
chart. The particuler responsi 
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of Jodl's ceputy was planning, 


NN 


streicric planning, end for that 


office has been incluced in the group as defined in the 


Indictment, 


The group named in the Indictment includes all individuals who 


ony cf these nine staff 

the wart in May 1945. 

beecuse it was the month 
irmed Forco; was reeorganized 


avn 


which ycu sze it there anc in 


positicns between February 1938 and the 
J 


February, “1938 was sclceted as the opening 
that the top creanization of the German 
substantially the form in 


which it persisted up until the 
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end of the ware 
Twent: iwo different individuals occupied those nine positions during 
that peric. ond of those 22, 18 are still living. 
Turning. ncxt to the officers who held the principal field commands, the 
Cietment 1:-lucos, as members of the group, all commanders in chief 
who hei the status of Obervefehlsiaber in the Army, Navy or Air 
Tue tern Oberre fehishaber rather defies literal translation into English, 
Literally, the components of the word mean "over-~command—holder", and ws 
can pernaps best translate it as "commander in chief", 
In the case cf the Army, commancers of the army groups and armies always 
had the status and title of oberbefchlshaber, although thoy didnit get tho 
formal desis 


motion until ly). In th: Navy, officers holding the senior 


regional commands and, therefore, in control of all naval operations ina 


given sector, had the status of oberbc*chlshaber. 

Roughly, 210 individual officers had the status of oberbefehlshaber in 
the Army, Navy or àir Force during the period in question. All but approxi- 
mately a dczen of them are still alive. The entire General Staff and High 
Command grcuw, as defined in the Indictment, comprises about 130 officers, 
of whom 114 arve believed to be still living. Those figures, of course, are 
the cumulative total of all officers who at any time belonged to the group, 
during the seven years and three months, from February 1938 to May 19h5 

The number of active members of the group at any one moment is, of course, 
mich smaller. That was about 20 atthe outbreak of the war, and it rose 
to about 50 in 194: and 1945. That is to say, that at any one momezt of time 
in 194, the group, the active croup, would have consisted of the nine individ- 
uals occupying the nine staff positions and about 1 naval, air force or army 
comnanders in chief. 

The structure and the functioning of the German Gencral Staff and High 


a 


Command group has been described in a series of affidavits by some of the 


< ; k 
principal German field marshals and generals, These affidavits are included 
in Document Book l. I want to state briefly how these statements were obtained, 


In tke first lace two American officers who were selected for their 
3 
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ability and ex crisnce in interviewing hich ranking German prisoners of war were 


by an Intcllivence Officer and by the trial Counsel on the particular 


part of the case, the crzanizational side of the 
officers were already well versed in military 
in German e It was emphasizec that the function 
tese interrogating officers was merely to inquire into and establish the 
facts with respect to the organization of the Armed Forces, to establish facts 
on vhich the Prosectuion wanted to be accurately informed, 
The German Gencrals to be interrogated were selected on the basis of the 


1 A 7 Cc 


wolo lge which they could be presumed to possosè by reason of twe 


special 
ons which they had held in the past. After each interview, the interro- 
prepared a report, ani from this report such facts as appeared relevant to 
the issues defore the Tribunal were extracted and a statement embodying them 
was prepare. This statument was then presented to the German officer at a 
later intervic, in the form of a draft, and the German officer was aske’ whether 
it truly re, ‘oduced what he had said an} was invited to alter it in any way he 
The object was to procure the most accurate testimony on organizational 
maticrs that rc could. 

I will take up these affidavits one by one, and I think the members of the 
Tribunal will sec tnat they fully support the Prosecutions description of the 
group and conclusively establish that this group of officers was, in fact, the 
reup which had the major responsibility for planning and for directing the 
sperations cf the German Armed Forces. 

Sovi .t and French judges have copies in French and Russian, and the 
Defense has copies in German. 
The first of these affidavits is that of Franz Halder, who held the rank 


of Gencraloberst, or Colonel General-—the equivalent of a four-star general in 
A“ 
the Americen irm His affidavit will be US Exhibit 531. Halder was Chief 


of the Gencral Staff of OKHe That would be the box second from the bottom 
on the lef hand sice. He was Chief of the General Staff of the OXH fron 

i cordincly membe a sro 
September, 1933 to September,19h2 He is,accordingly, a member of the group 


and well qualified by his position to testify as to the organization. His 


( 


statemont is short, and I will read it in full: 
—211)- 
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who orior to the 2nåà of huwust,s 


thc rceftcr, until 19 was ‘col 


matters were the rcsyvonsibility o e torec 
"orecs suborsinste to the Commander i saiet of the 

sac of the State), that is to say, tho 
no air Sorece In rractice, suxcrvision d thin this field 
a relatively svrall rroun of hich ranking officcrse Thes 
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such swoervision in thcir official canacity and by 
of their trainin», their nositions, end their rutuel contectse 
ane for ablitory oncrations of the Cerman hroed Porces wcrc nrenarec by 
mombers of this -roun aceorcins to the instructions of treo OK. in the nam 


of their respective conmandit fice anc were presortcc 


hief of the uroo” Torecs (at the snae tinc the 


“pour were ckerced vith the rc 
within their comoctent ficl's, and they 
operations ss “ore to Se un crtaken vy 
rto any o> iO onbe oi nj oun were hled and >i 
inte directions dy the “eat of t Statee “xeles of suena meetin 


sy Titler to the Comucnccrs in Chief on 22 iu 


te tic Folish camaivn, the ovonsul tation at the Feios Inonocllory 


June, 1941, prior to the first “ussian cammniin. Tho comnosition rl 


croun and the relations'ip of its rembers to ench otier were as 
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shown in the attached charte Tis was, in effcet, the General Staff and 


nr 


of the Corman armed 
ehert to Sich r oferencc mo. ` >t the front of tr 
1s attachec te the affice sctines relerrec 
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afsidavit cre covere? by cocuncnts hich wi 
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be introuuced subsequently. 
I next offer a suvstertiolly identical statement by ‘Yon Brauchitsch, 
Yon jreuchitsch held the rark of “icls 
on! vas Conmanter in Chief of the Army from 1938 to 12413 therefor 
mombor of the “rome I noed not rca his statement, since it is 
tiat civen wy Melcers hut T 1 
at this'noint. 
last sentenes of 
nt “ies, in 


} 


od Porees", whorcas Yon Srauvchitsch wuts it 


" 3 


Prerently, sayir; "In the Imncs of those who filled the nosie 


in th art lay ths cetvel sircetion of the tranc ForccsSe" 


(The Jocumnt referred to shov: soet forth horcdith as follows.) 
sility for military affairs i: 
State whe prior to 2 iurust 1924 wes “icls 
Lircenburs an? thereafter until 1945 was Adel? itler. 
“Snceialized military matters wore the responsibility of tho tarce 
“shes of the Arme“ Torees subordinste to the Commander in Chief of the 
2 Torecs (at the srne tics. oad of State) hot is to say tho 
avy an! the iir "Toree. In vracticc, 
as oxercisce by 9 rolotively small -roun of hich rankin*e 
officers exercis such suxcrvision in their official cxanacitt ar: 
virtuc of their trainine, tcir positions ond thcir mutunl contscts. 
Viens for militar, oscreticns of the Cerman irreod P ser’ prepared by 
mombers of this erous accor/in: to the instructions of the OR. i nE nar 
of their res Gomen in- Cffliccrs en? were orcsented by them to th: 
mander in t sf of the —rinec Torees (at the sare timc od of St:te.) 
charres with the rcesnonsibility 
eroeparine rilitary overstions within their cometent ficls 


they actually dic nrenare for any such oncrations as were to he 


crtaken by troops in tic ficld.e 
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1935 orior to the Polish camoainn enc the consultation at 
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Shanccllerv on 14 June 1241 prior te the first 
concosition of this prov sn? tee relationshin of its members 


other tvi hom. i he a ached onart, In tho hancs of ti 
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COLONEL TAYLOR (Continuing) Now, the Tribunal will sec from these 
affidavits that the chart which is on display at the front of the Court 
anc which is contained in the short expository statement has bocn laid 
before von Brauchitsch and Halder and that these two officers have vouched 
for it under oath as an accurate picture of the top organization of the 
German Armed Forecese The statements by von Brauchitsch and Halder also 
fully suport the Prosecution's statement that the holders of the positions 
shown on this chart constitute the group in whom lay the major responsibi- 
lity for tie planning and execution of all Armed Forces matters, 

I would now like to offer 2: other affidavit by Halcer which scts 
forth some of the matters of detail to which I adverted in describing 

groupe It is quite short. Affidavit Number 6, which becomes Exhibit 
533, and I'll read it in full into the transcripts: 

"The most important depart »ent in the OKI was the Operations Staff, 
in much the same way as the General Staff was in the Army and Air Force 
and the Naval War Staff in the Navy, Under Keitel there were a number 
of departmental chiefs who were cqual in status with Jodl but in the 
planning and conduct of military affairs they and their departments were 
less important and less influential than Jodl and Jodl's staff, 

"The OK! Operations Staff was also divided into sections, Of these 
the most important was the section of which Werlinont was chief, It wa 
callec the National Defense Section, and it was primarily concerned with 


the cevelcpment of strategic questions, From 1941 onwards, Warlimont, 


thou Lh charged with the same duties, was known as Deputy Chief of the 


OK’ Operations Staff, 

"There was curing World War II no unified General Staff such as the 
Great General Staff which operated in World War Io 

"Operational matters for the ‘ray and iir Force were worked out by 
the group of high ranking officers described in my statement of 7 November 
(in the army, General Staff of the Army, and in the Air Forces, the 
General Staff of the Air Force). 

"Operational matters of tho Navy were, even in World War I, not 
worked out by the Great Genoral Staff but by the Naval Staff, Signeds 


Haldere" 
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Tribunal will note that this affidavit is primarily concerned 
functions of the General Staffs of the four cormands of OK y OKLy 
OK and fully supports th: inclusion in the group of the Chicfs 
of Svaff of the four Services, as vell as tho inclusion of varlinont as 
Deputy Chief of the OKU staff because-of his strategie planning responsi~ 
piLitiies 
I he.: just one other very short affidavit- covering“a matter of -dotaile 
The Tri .1al will. remmber that the highest fighting f ormation in the 
German iir ‘orce was known.as an air. flect-or -lnftflotte. and that. all 
comman ers in chief of their floe.3s-are- included“ in this group, That is 
the box in the lower right- hand serncre.. The..cosmancers 20%. 
always had the status of oberbefehishaber,-but they were noi. formally so 
designated until 19L Lo- These fasts arc sct fc orth inap affidavit ty the 
son of Field Marshal von Branch’ sch, His son had the- rank of obersty 
or eolonel, in the German -sir Forca and was. personal.aide to the Defendant 
maner in Chief of the-Air Forcee His affidavit is Number 9 
and becomes US 53le It reada as fallowss.. 
Nluftflottenchefs-have the -same status as the -oberbefehlshaber of .an 
During the war they had no territorial authority and, .acc ordingly, 
ed no territorial jurisdictions 
- were the highest. trocn eomnanders of the. Air Force units sub= 
ordinato to them and were directly under the comand of the. Commander in 
Chief of the Air Forcee 
until the sumer of 19h44 thy bore the designation befehlshaer and 


from then on that of oberbe efchlshcbere This change of desi; gnation ca arricd 


with it no change in the funetions and responsibilities that the¥ yrovioush 


ha de H 


Your Honor, that coneludcss the description of the ¢ omposition of the 


group and the personnel of ite fhe staff of the Tribunal. have referred 


to me two inquirics which have beon addressed to the Tribunal by Counsel. 


for the group and it seemed to me it might be appropriate if I disposed of 


those inquiries now as to the eonposition of the groupe The letters were 


turned over to me two days &£0. 


~2119% 
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The first is from Hofrat Duellmanng and he has asked whether the 
croup, as defined in t 


ho 


he Indictment, is contingent upon rank, whether 
of 


it incluce fficers, including a 


ei late 

sS definite 

or renc 

y en 
3 


rank such as ficidc marshal 
cralobersta 


GUE ` 
Aiit 


answer to that is clearly, Noe been pointed cut, the 
criterion of merbership in the group is 


whether one held one of the 


positions on the chart up there, and cne would be in the group if one 


of the positions, no matter what one's rank. Rank is no 
rione In point of fact, I suppose, everybocy in the group held 
rank of 


at 
nk of cencral in the 


German 


3 Which is the equivalent 
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ether the group includes officers of the so-called 
The answer to that is "yo"; There was in the 
ny a war academy, and graduates of the war academy were given the 
vice described’as the general staff corps. They signed 
'Soloncl im Generalstab," They functioned largely as adjutants 
I suppose there were some thousands of 
three thousande But they are not included in the groupe 
any of them were cfficers of junior rank. They are not named in the 
Indictment, and there is no reason and no respect in which they are 
comprehended within the group as definede 
other letter of inquiry is from Dr. Exner, who states that he is in 
doubt as to the meaning of "Oberbefehlshaber", and goes on to state that he 
believes that Oberbefehlshabre includes commande rs-in-chic f in theaters 
war, the commancers-in-chief of arrr groups, and the commanderss*in-chicf 
armicse That is quite righte Those are the positions as shown in the 
Let us now spend a few minutes examining the way this group works. 
many resr ucts, of course, the German military leaders functioned in the same 
general namer as obtained in the military establishments of other large 
nationse General plans were made by the top staff officers and their 
in collaboration with the ficld generals or admirals whovere 
with the execution of the plans. A decision to wage a particular 
ign would be made, necdless to say, at the highest level, and the making 


a decision would involve political and diplomatic questions 


well as purely military considerations. 


made to attack Poland, the top staff officers in Berlin and their assistants 


would work out general military plans for the campaigne These general plans 
would be transmitted to the commanders of the army groups and armies who 
would be in charge of the actual campaign, and then there would follcw 
consultation between the top field commanders and the top staff officers at 
OKW and OXH, in order to revise and perfect and refine the plans e 

The manner iñ which this group worked, involving as it did the interchang 


of ideas ard recommendations between the top staff officers at OKW and OKH on 


the one kand, and the principal field commanders on the other hand, is 
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graphically described in two affidavits by Field Marshal von Brauchitsche 
oi 

That is A*fidavit Noe h, which will be USA 5356 I invite the Tribunal's 

attention to these and will read them into the transcript. he statement 

of 7 November 195: 

"In “vil, 1939, I was instructed by Hitler to start military 
preparatius for a possible campaign against Poland. Work was immediately 
begun to :venare an operational and deployment plane This was then 
present: .. tc Hitler and approved by him, as amended by a change which he 
desired. After the operational and deployment orders had been given to 
two commenders of the army. groups and the five commanders of the armies, 
conferences took place with them about details, in crder to hear their 
desires and recommendaticnse Aftor the outbreak of the war I continued this 
policy of keeping in close and cciistant touch with the commanders-in-chief of 
army groups and of armics by personal visits to their headquarters, as well ar 
by telephone, teletype, or wireless. In this way I was able to obtain their 
advice and their recommendations “.ting the cohduct of military operationse 
In fact, it was the accepted policy and common practic. for the commander= 
inechicf of the arny to consult his subordinate commanders-in-chicf and 
maintin a constant exchange of ideas with theme 

"Tho ccamandereinechicf of the arny and his chief of staff communicated 
with arm: groups and through then, as well as directly, with the armi.es-~ 
through 2rm groups on strategic and tactical matters; directly on question 
aff ing supply and adminis tion of conquered territory occupied by the 

An army group had no territorial jurisdictions Tt tad a relativel 
small staff, which was concerned only with military operations. In all 
territorial matters it was the camander-in-chief of the army, and not of th 
arny group, who exercised jurisdiction. 

"Signed, von Brauchitsch e" 

"There follows a supplement to my statement of 7 November: 

"yhen Hitler had made a decision to support the realization of his politic 
objectives through military pressure or through the application of military 
force, the commandersinechief of the army, if he was at all involved, 
ordirorily first received an appropriate oral briefing or an appropriate 


oral cor: inde 
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Operational and deployment plans woe next worked out in the OKH. After 
these plans had been presented to Hitler, generally by word of mouth, and 
had been approved by him, there followed a written order from the OKW to the 
three brancies of the armed forces. In the meanwhile the OKH began to 
transmit ‘ie operational and deployment plans to the army groups and armies 
involved. 

THE FRESIDENT: In my copy it is OKW. 

COL. TAYLOR: That is an error, sir; it should be OKE. 

"Details of the operational and deployment plans were discussed 
by the OKH with the commanders-in-chief of the army groups and armies and 
with the chiefs of staff of these commanders « During the operations the 
OKH maintained a constant exchange of ideas with the army groups by means 
of telephone, radio, and courier. The commander-in-chief of the army used 
every opportunity to maintain a personal echange of ideas with the 
commanders of army groups, armies, and lower echelons, by means of personal 
visits to them. 

"¿n the war against “ussia the commanders of army groups and armies 
were incividually and repeatedly called in by Hitler for consultation. 
Orders for all operational matters went from the OKH to army groups, and for 
all matt_rs concerning supply and territorial jurisdiction from the OKH 
directly to the armies, l 

"Signed, von Brauchitsch," 

The Oberbefehlshaber in the field, therefore -- and in the case of 
the army that means the comanđers-in-chief of army groups and armies == 
participated in planning and directing the evolution of the plans, as those 
affidavits show. The Oberbefehlshabers were also the repositories of 
general executive powers in the areas in which their army groups and armies 
were operating, In this connecticn, I invite the Court's attention to 
4l7-PS, which is already in evidence as US 135; Lu7-PS, this being a directive 
of 13 March 1941, signed by Keitel and issued by the Supreme Command of the 
Armed Forces, This directive sets out various regulations for the operations 


against the Soviet Union which were actually begunafew months later, on 
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Ti PRESIDENT: Is this in tne first book? 

COl. TAYLOR: The third book, Book No.3, your Honor e The documents, 
your Honor, are in numerical order in Document Books 2 and 3. ` Document 
Book 2 con ains C and L; Document Book 3 contains PS: and this, being 

11 be in Document Book 3 in numerical order within the PS's. 

4 that document, under paragraph Roman I, the paragraph entitled 
"Area c? Operations and Executive Power " (Vollziehende Gewalt), tne 
Tribunal will find sub-p2ragraph l, in which the following appearse That 
is page 1 of the translation, paragraph 2: 

"It is not contemplated to declare East Prusata and the General 
Government an area of operations, However, in accordance with the 
unpublished Fuehrer orders from 19 and 21 October 1939, ths comnander=in-chie 
of the Army shall be authorized to take all measures necessary for the 
exceution of bis military aim and for the safeguarding of the tmops. 
transfer his authority on to the commanders-in-chief" -- that, in the 
original German, is Oberbefehlsheber -= "ef the army groups and armies» 
Orders of that kind have priority over all orders issued by civiļian 
agencits." 

cur Honors will see that this executive power, with priority over 
civilian agencies, was vested in the commander-in-chief of the army, wth 
authority to transfer it to comn: ders-in-chief of army groups or armies =- 
to the group as defined in the Indictment. 

Further on in the document, under sub-paragraph 22, the document 
states == that is the hth paragraph, on page l of the document: 

"The area of operations created through the advance of the army 
beyond the frontiers of the Reich and the neighboring countries is to be. 
livited in depth as far as possible. The commander-in-chief of the army 
has the right to exercise the executive power (Vellzichende Gewalt) in this 

a, ¿cud may transfer his authority on to the commanders—in-chief 
(Cberbefehlshaber) of the army groups and armies." 
THE PRESIDENT: This would be a convenient time to break off. 
("hereupon at 1245 hours the hearing of the Tribunal adjourned to 


at 1400 hours) 


= 212) jm 
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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal, in the matter of: The 
United States of America, the French Republic, 
the United Kinzdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, and the Union of Sovict 
Socialist Republics, against .“ermann Wilhelm 
Goering, et al,Defe ndants , sitting at Nurnberg, 
Germany, on January 1945, 1400-1700 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will sit tomorrow in closed session 
to consider matters of procedure, and there will therefore be no public 
Session tomorrowe 

COL NEL TAYLOR: Your Lordship, I have just cne more document dealing 
with this subject of the structure of the Group before passing on to the 


substantive charjes of criminality. 


This document is 0-78, which is already in evidence as USA 139, 


That will be found in Document Book 2. This document is the official 
command invitation to participate in the consultati at the Reich Chancellery 
on 1k June 194l, eight days prior to the attack on the Soviet Union. This 

is one of the meetings that was referred to in the last paragraph of the 
affidavits by Halder and von Brauchitsch, which were read into the record 
this morning. It is sined by Colonel Schmundt, the Chief Wehrmacht 

Adjutant to Hitler, and is dated at Berchtesgaden, 9 June 1941. It begins: 

"Re Conference ‘Barbarossa == that being the code word for the 
attack on the Soviet Union -- "The Fuchrer and Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces has ordered reports on 'Barbarossa! by the Commanders of Army 
Groups, Armies and Naval and Air Commanders of equal rank." 

That is, as the Tribunal will see once again, the very group specified 
in the bottom line of the chart on the wall, Army Groups, Armies and Naval and 
Air Commancers of equal rank. 

This document likewise includes a list of the participants in this 

conference, and I would just like in closing on this subject to run through 
that list to find out who the participants in this conference were and how 
closely they parallel the structure of the group as we find it in the 
Indictment. The Tribunal will sce that the list of participants begins at 


the foot of Page 1 of the translation: 
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Gcner: 1 Ficld Marshal von Brauchitsch, who was then comandcr-in- 
chief of the Army, and a member ©. the group. General Halder, who was 
chief of the Army Staffy and a menber of the groupe Then three sub= 
orcinates who were not membérs of the group, Paulus, H using ger, and 
Gyldenfelct 
Captain Vagner, who was chief of the Operations Staff, 


Operations Division of the Naval War Staff, not a member of the groups 


On the air side: General Milch, State Secretary and Inspector of 


the Air Force, again not a member of the groupe General Jeschonnek, 
chief of the General Staff of the Air Force and a member of the sroup$ 
and two of his 
Passing ove ge to the OKW, High Command of the Armed Forces, 
Keitel, Jodl, Warlimont, all members of the group, were present, 
assistant from the General Staff. 
on four officers from the office of the adjutant, who were not 
members of the groupe 
Then we pass to the officers from the Field Commands: Gencral von 
Feéikenhorst, /rmy High Command, Norway, member of the groupo General 
Stumpff, Air Fleet 5, member of the groupo Rundstedt, Reichenau, 
Stuelpnagel, Schobert, Kleist, <11 from the frmy, all members of the 
groupe 
hir Forces General Loehry, Air Fleet h, member of the groupe 
General Fromm and Ceneral mberse One was director 
the Home Forces, commander of the Home Forces, and the other the 
Director General of Equipment anc Supplye 
The Navy: Raeder, a member of the groups; Fricke, chief of the Naval 
War Staff, and a member of the group, and, of course, an assistant who 


not a membere Carls, Nevy Group North, member of the groups likewise 


Then from the Army, Leeb, Busch, Kuechler, all members of the group 
as Oberbefehlshabery Keller, a member of the groupe 

Bock, Kluge, Strauss, Guderian, Hoth, Kesselring, all menbers 
the groupe 


2126 





MN 


yo Jens | -\.AH-3 H0029 -0 


it will accordingly be scen that exccpt for a few assisting 
officcors of relatively junior r ok, all the participants in these 
consultations were members of the group as defined in the Indictments 
anc that in fact the participants included almost alt the members of 
the croup who were i d in the impending operations against the 
Soviet Union. 

I have now concluded the first page of the presentation, to wit, 
the description 6f the General Staff and High Command Group and its 
composition and structure and vencral manner of functioning. I turn 

Lo the charges levelled ag..inst this group in the Indictment. 
Appendix B charges that this group had a major responsibility for 
the nlannins, preparation, initiating and. waging of the illegal wars 
set for sh in counts 1 and 2, anc for tho war crimes and crines against 
humenity detailed in counts 3 and he 


Tn -resenting the evidence inssupport of these charges, we must 


recy, in mind that under the Ch: ter the group may be declared criminal 


in connection with any acts of which an individual defendant who was a 


member of the group may be convictcde 
The General Staff and High Command group is well represented anong 
the incividual defendants in tiis casce Five of the jndivicual defen- 
dants, or one-quarter of the individuals here, are members of the groupe 
ing them in the order in which they are listed, the first is 
Defendant Goeringe Goering is a defendant in this case in numerous 


capacities. He is a member of 
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the General Stafi and High Command group by reason of having been a conmander= 
in-Chief of the Air Force, from the ti: when the Air Force first came into 
the open and was officially estzblished, until abcut one month prior to the 
end of the war, During the last month of the war he was replaced in this 
capacity by von Grein, who coumitted suicide shortly after his capture at the 
cnd of the war, Gocrinc is charged with crimes under all counts of the 
Incictment. 

The next listed defendant who is a member of the group is Keitcl. He 
and the remaining three cefendants are all four of them in this case primarily 
or solely in their military capacitics, and all four of them are professional 
soldicrs or sailors, 

: 

Keitel was maja chief of the High Command of the German Armed Forces, 
or OK’, when the OK’ was first set up in 1938, ani remained in that capacity 
throughout te period in question, Ye held the rank of Field Marshal through- 
out most of this period, and in addition to reing the Chief of the OK”, he was 
a member o. the Secret Cabinet Council and of the Council of Ministers for the 
Defense of the Reich. Keitel is charged with crimes under all four counts, 

The Defendant Jodl was a career soldier., He was an Oberstleutnant, or 
Lieutenant Colonel, when the Nazis came power, and ultimately attained the 
rank of Generaloberst or Colonel Gencral. He became the Chief of the Operations 
Staff of the “ehrmacht and continued in that capacity throughout the war, He 
also is charged with crimes uncer all four connts. 

The other two defendants who are members of this group are on the nautical 

Th: defendant Raeder is in a sense the senior member of the entire 

group, having heen Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy as carly as 1928, 
He attained the highest rank in the German Navy, Grossadmiral, He retired 
from the Suoreme Command of the Navy in 193, in Jamary, and was replaced by 
Docnitzs Raeder is charged under counts 1, 2 and 3 of the Indictments 

The last of the five defendants, Doenitz, was a relatively junior officer 
when the lazi came to powere Durin7 the early years of the Nazi regime, he 
specinlized in submarine activities and was in command of the U-boat arm when 
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the war broke out. He rose steadily in the Navy, and was 
Raeder when the latter retired in 19h43, then became C in C o he Navy and 
2ttained the rank of G mira “hen the German Armed fo collapsed 
near the end of the war Docnit, succeeded Hitler as head of the German Government. 
arzed under Counts 1, 2 and 3 of the Indictment. 

of these five defendants are reasonably typical of the group as a 
whole, ‘Ye must except the Defendant Goering, who is primarily a Nazi party 
politician nourishing a hobby for aviation as a result cf his career in 1914-18. 


‘lering cr sailoring their life work, They collaborated 


4 


But the others made sab 
with and joine.. in the most important adventures of the Nazis, but they were not 
mong the early party members They differ in no essential respects from the 

other 125 men urs of the rroup They are, no doubt, abler men in certain 
positions in the German Armed Forces, and 
but Joul attained the chest rank. 

But they will serve as excellent case studies and as representatives of the 
croup, ana we can examine their ideas as they have expressed them in these 
jocuments and their actions, with fair sssurance that these ideas and actions 
are characteristic of the other group members. 

I turn first to the criminal activities of the General Staff and Hich 


Comnand group under counts 1 and 2 of the Indictment, their activities in planning 


agcressive and ‘illegal wars. Here my task is largely 


one of recapitulation, the general l relating to agzresive war has 


already been laid before the Tribunal by my colleazue, Mr. ilderman, and the 
distinguishci members of the British delegation. 
the documents to which they drew the Tribugal's attention showed 
ants here who were members of the General Staff and High Command 
group partic’ satwd knowingly and willfully in crimes under counts 1 and 2, 
referring again to that evidence so far as I possibly can, 
but I must refer to one or two of them again to focus the Trikunal's attention 


or 3 + NIP i O 
on the nart which the Gencral Staff and High Command group played in argressive 


war crimes. 


ow, it is, of course, the norms] function of the military staff to 


prepare military plans. In peace time military staffs customarily concern 
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themselves with the preparation of plans for attack or defense based on hypo- 
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thetical contingencies. There is nothing criminal about carrying of these 


exercises or preparing these plans. That is not what the defendants and this 


group are charged with. 

We will show that the group agreed with the Nazi objective of agrrandizing 
Germany by threat of force or force itself, and they joined knowingly and 
enthusiastically in developing German armed might for this purpose. They were 
advised in advance of the Nazi plans to launch aggressive wars. They laid the 
military plans and directed the initiation and carrying on of the wars. These 
things we believe to be criminal under Article 6 of the Charter, 

Aggressive war cannot be prepared or waged without intense activity on the 
part of all branches of the Armed Forces, and particularly by the high-ranking 
officers who control these forces, To the extent, therefore, that German 
preparation for and the waging of aggressive war are historical facts of common 


knowledge, already 





| NN 


4 Jan-A-JI-1 


proved, it necessarily follows that the General Staff anc High Command group, 
ana the German Armed Forces, participated therein, 

This is so notwithstancin; the effort on the part of certain military 
lenrcers to insist that until the troops marched they lived in an ivory tower 
unwillin;; to see the direction to which their work went, 

The documents to which I will refer fully refute this, and moreover 
some of these men now fully admit they participated gladly with the Nazis 
because the Nazi cins coincided closely with their own. 

I think thet the documents which Mr. Alderman read into the transcript 
alresdy adequately weflect the purposes snd objectives of the German General 
Steff and High Commend group during: the perioc prior to the absorption of 
Austria, During this period occurred, as is charged in the Indictment, firstly, 
secret rearmament, inclucing the training of military personnel, the production 
of wer munitions anc builcin; of 2n sir force, Secondly, the Goering announce= 
ment on 10 March 1935 that Germany was builcing a military sir force. Third, 
the law for compulsory military service of 16 March 1935, fixing the peace 
time strength of the German Army =t 500,000. «and, finally, ond fourth, the 


reoccupation of the Rhineland on 7 March 1936 and the refortificnation of that 


Those particular facts do not require judicial proof, They ore historical 
facts, anc likewise, the fact that it would have been impossible for the Nazis 
to achieve these things without cooperation by the Armed Forces is indisputable 
from the vty nature of thins, 

Mr. Alderman described to the Tribunal and read from numerous documents 
which illustrate these events, He included numerous documents concerning the 
secret expansion of the German Nevy in vicletion of treaty limitations, uncer 
the guidance of the defendant Rreder, 

He also rend the secret Reich Defense Law, 2261-PS, already in the record 
as US 24, which was ncopted on the same cay that Germany unilaternlly renounced 
the armament provision of the Vers-illes Treaty. He rend von Blomberg'!s plan, 


dated 2 My 1935, for the reoccuprtion of the Rhineland, That is C-159, US 


w 
543 onc Blombery!s orders under which the reoccupation was actunlly carried out, 


All these events, by obvious inference, required the closest collaboration 
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between the military leaders -nd the Nazis, I need not labor that point 
further, 

But it is worthwhile, I think, to re-examine » few of the Cocuments which 
Show the state of min. ond the objectives of the German military leaders 
during this erly periods One cocument, read from by Mr, Alderman, which 
reflects the viewpoint of the German Novy -n the opportunities which Naziism 
offered for rearmenen: so that Germany coukl: achieve its objectives by force 


or threat of force, is a memorandum publishe’ by the High Command of the German 


Navy in 1937, entitled "The Fight of the Nz vy Against Versailles." That is 


256, By. I i. The Tribunal will reenll thet this memorancum, this official 

publication of the Germen Navy, stated that cab; with the assistance of Hitler 

had it been possible to create the conditicns for rearmamnt, The defencant 

Jodl has stated this bet.er than I could possibly jut it in his speech to the 
_— 

Gauleiters on 7 November 1943, That is in Document & 172, U.S. 34, from which 

Mr. Alderman read at length. 

Nor were the high-ranking Gurman officers unaw.re that the policies and 
objectives of the Nazis were leading Germany in the Cirection of war, I invite 
the Courtts attention to Document C-23, which is alr.xdy in the record as U.S, 
49. This consists of some notes mide by aCmiral Carls, of the German Navy, in 
September, 1938, These notes were written by Acmirs:. Carls by way of comment on 
a "Draft Study of Naval Warfare igainst England," nd they read in part as 
follows, That will be found, your Lorcship, on page 3 of the translation of 
Document C-23: 

"There is full agreement with the main theme of the study. 

"le If according to the Fuchrerts decision Germany is to acquire a 
position as % world power, she needs not only sufficient colonial possessions 

also secure naval communications and secure access to the ocean. 

"2. Both requirements enn only be fulfillec in op, osition to Anglo-French 
interests and would limit thcir position as world powers, It is unlikely that 
they can be achicved by peaceful means, The decision to make Germany a world 
power therefore forces upon us the necessity of miking the corresponcing prep- 


arations for war, 
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"3. War against ingland means at the some time war against the Empire, 
ageinst France, probably agrinst Russis as well anc a lzrge number of countries 
oversens; in fact, zgainst 1/2 to 1/3 of the whole world, 

"It can only be justified and have a chance of success if it is prepared 
economically 2s well sas politicrlly and militorily and waged with the aim of 
conquering for Germany an cutlet to the ocean," 

as turn to the cirforce, having scen what the viewpoint of the Navy 


was, Parts of the German Airforce Curing this pre-war period were Cevelopinz 


even more recieslly sguressive plans for the agurancizaent of the Reich, 
L- 


Docume nt L-43, GB-29, is 2 stw preparec by the Chief of a branch of the 
3 3 y pre y 


i 


General Stzff of the Air Force called the "Organization Staff," The study in 
question is a recomaendation for the Peoniartion of the German Air Force in 

future years up to 1950, The ree mucndetion is based on certain assumptions, 
and one assumption was that by 1950 the frontiers of Germany would be as shown 


on the map which 





NU 


4 Jan—A= JH=1 o 


was attached as an enclosure to this study. There is only one copy of 
the map available, your Honor. 

The Court will note on this map that Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Poland and the Baltic coast up to the Gulf of Finland are all 
included within the borders cf the Reich. The Court will also note, at 
page 2 of the document itself =-=- that is L-43 -- that the author envisaged 
the future peace-time organization of the German Air Force as comprising 
Seven group commends, four of which lie within the borders of Germany proper 
at Berlin, Brunswick, Munich and Koenigsberg, but the three others are 
proposed to be at Vienna, Budapest and Warsaw. 

Before turning to particular acts of aggression by the German armed 
forces, I want to stress once more the basic agreement and harmony between 
the Nazis and the German military leaders. Without this agreement on 
objectives there might never have been a war. In this connection I want 
to direct the Tribunal's attention to an affidavit by von Blomberg, 
formerly Field Marshal, Reich War Minister, and Commander-in-Chief of the 
German Armed Forces until February, 1938, I wili read the affidavit into 
the transcript, 

"From 1919, end particularly from 192), three critical territorial 
Questions occupied attention in Germany. These were the questions of the 
Polish Corridor, the Ruhr, and Memel, 

"I myself, as well as the whole group of German staff officers, 
believed that these three questions, outstanding among which was the question 
of the Polish Corridor, would have to be Settled some day, if necessary by 
force of arms. About ninety per cent of the German people were of the 
Same mind as the officers on the Polish question. A war to wipe out the 
desecration involved in the creation of the Polish Corridor and to lessen 
the threat to separated East Prussia surrounded by Poland and Lithuania 
was regarded as a sacred duty, though a sad necessity. This was one of the 
chief reasons behind the partially secret rearmament which began about ten 
years before Hitler came to power and was accentuated under Nazi rule. 

"Before 1938-1939 the German generals were not opposed to Hitler, 
There was no reason to Oppose Hitler, since he produced the results which 
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they desired. After this time some generals began to condemn his 
methods and lost confidence in the power of his judgment. However, they 
failed as a group to take any definite stand against him, although a few 
of them tried to do so and as a result had to pay for this with their 
lives or their positions. 

"Shortly before my removal from the post of Commander~in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces in January 1938, Hitler asked me to recommend a successore 
I suggested Goering, who was the ranking officer, but Hitler objected 
because of his lack of patience and diligence. I was replaced as 
Commander~in-Cnief of the Armed Forces by no officer, but Hitler personally 
took over my function as Commander. Keitel was recommended by me as a 
Chef de bureaus As far as I know, he was never named Commander of the 
Armed Forces but was always merely a 'Chief of Saft under Hitler, and in 
effect conducted the administrative functions of the Ministry of War. 

At my time Keitel was not opposed to Hitler and therefore was qualified to 
bring about a good understanding between Hitler and the Armed Forces,a 
thing which I myself desired and had furthered as Reichswehrminister 

and Reichskriegminister. To do the opposite would have led to a civil 
war, for at that time the mass of the German people Supported Hitler, 
Many are no longer willing ‘to admit this. But it is the truth. 

"As I heard, Keitel did not oppose any of Hitler's measures. He 
became a willing tool in Hitler's hands for every one of his decisions. 

"He did not measure up to what might have been expected of him," 

The statement by von Blomberg which I have just read is paralleled 
closely in some respects by an affidavit by Colonel General Blaskowitze 


That is affidavit No.5 in - Document Bock 1 and will be U.S.A. Exhibit 


534, Blaskowitz commanded an army in the campaign against Poland and the 


campaign against France, He subsequently toek command of Army Group G in 
southern France and held command of Army Group H, which retreated beyond 

the Rhine, at the end of the Ware The first three paragraphs of his 
affidavit are substantially identical with the first three paragraphs of 

von Blomberg's, and since they are available in all languages, for expedition 
I will start reading with paragraph 4, where the affidavit is on a different 
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sub ject: 

"After the annexation of Czechoslovakia we hoped that the Polish 
question would be settled in a peaceful fashion through diplomatic means, 
Since we believed thit this time France and England would come to the 
assistance of their ally. As a matter of fect, we felt that if political 
negotiations came to naught the Polish question would unavoidably lead to 
wer, that is, not only with Poland herself but also with the Western Powers. 

"When in the middle of June I received an order from the OKH to 
prepare myself for an attack on Poland, I knew that this war came even 
closer to the realm of possibility. This conclusion was only strengthened 


by the Fuchrerts Speech on 22 August 1939 on the Obersalzberg when it 


clearly seemed to be an actuality. Between the middle of June 1939 and 


1 September 1939 the members: of my staff who were engaged in preparations 
participated in various discussions which went on between the OKH and 
the army group. During these discussions such matters of 4 tactical, 
strategic and general nature were discussed as hed to co with my future 
position as Commander-ir-Chief of the Eighth Army during the planned 
Polish campaign, 

"Luring the Polish campaign , particularly during the Kutno operations, 
I was repeatedly in communication with the Comnander.-in-Chief of the Army, 
and'he, as well as the Fuchrer, visited my headquarters, In fact, it 
was ones practice for commandérs~in-chief of army groups and of armies 
to be asked from time to time for estimates of the situation and for their 
recommendations by telephone, teletype or wirless, as well as by personal 
calls. These front conmanders=in-chief thus actually became advisers to 
the OKH in their ow field, so that the positions shown in the attached 
Chart embrace that group‘ which was the actual advisory council of the High 
Comand of the German Armed Forcas," 

The Tribunal will note that the latter part of this affidavit, like 
those of Halder and Brauchitsch, vouches for the accuracy of the structure 
and organization of the General Staff 
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and High Conmand group as described by the prosecution. The Tribunal will 
also note that the von Blomberg affidavit and the first part of the Brauchitsc 
affidavit make it clear beyond question that the military leaders of Germany 
knew cf, approved, supported, and executed plans for the expansion of the 
Armed Forces beyond the limits sect by treaties. The objectives they had in 
mind are obvious from the affidavits and decuments to which reference has 
been made. In these documents and affidavits we see the Nazis and the 
Generals in agreement upon the basic objective of aggrandizing Germany by 
force or threat of force, and collaborating to build up the armed might of 
Germany, in order to make possible the subsequent acts of aggressione We 
turn now to an examination of those particular acts of aggression, which have 
already been described to the Tribunal in gencral, with the particular purpose 
of noting participation in these criminal acts by the General Staff and 
High Command groupe 
I may say, your Lordship, that in going over this matter, in order to 
save time I propose to read from very few documents. Accordingly, when I 
cite them I think there is probably no need for the Tribunal to try to find 
them in the documents before ite Most of them are in evidence and I propose 
to cite them for purpeses of recapitulation, without reading very much e 
The Tribunal will recall that Mr. Alderman read into the transcript 
; ~ 
portions of a document, 386-PS, U.S. 25, consisting of notes by Colonel 
Hossbach on a conference which was held in the German Chancellery in Berlin 
Sth of November 1937.6 i Hitler presided at this conference, which was 
a small and highly secret one, and the only other participants were the four 
principal military leaders and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the defendant 
Neurathe The four chief leaders of the Armed Forces--Blomberg, who was 
then Reich Minister for war, and the Commanders-in-Chief of the three 
branches of the .rmed Forces, von Fritsch for the Army, Raeder for the Navy, 
and Goering for the Air Force--were presente Hitler embarked on a general 
iscussion of Germany's diplomatic and military policy, and stated that the 
conquest of jastobe end Czechoslovakia was an essential preliminary 'for the 
improvement of our military position! and 'in order to remove any threat 


from the flanks.! 
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The military and political advantages envisaged included the acquisition 
of a new source of food, shorter and better frontiers, the release of troops 
for other tasks, and the possibility of forming new divisions from the 
population of the conquered territories. Blomberg and von Fritsch joined. 
in the discussion and von Fritsch stated "that it was the purpose of a study 
which he had laid on for this winter to investigate the possibilities of 
carrying out operations against Czechoslovakia with special consideration 
of the conquest of the Czechcslovakian system of fortifications. 

The following spring, in March 1938, the German plans with respect to 
Austria came to fruition. Mre Alderman has already read into the record 
portions of the diary kept by the defendant Jodl. The portion here in 

i 
question, 1780-PS, U.S. 72, of this diary shows the participation of the 
Gernan military leaders in the gip-@btion of Austria. às is shown by Jodl'ts 
diary entry for 11 February, 1936, se defendant Keitel and cther generals 
were present at the Obsersalzberg meeting between Schuschnigg and Hitler, 
and the purpose is shown clearly by the entry which recites that "tin the 
evening and on 12 February General Keitel with Gencral V. Reichenau and 
Sperrle at the Obcrsalzberg. Schuschnigg together with Ge Schmidt are again 
being put under heaviest political and military pressuree At 2300 hours 
Schuschnigg signs protocol," The General Von Reichenau referred there was 
at this time the head commander of Wehrkreis 7, one cf the military districts 
into which Germany was divideds He subsequently commanded the Tenth Arny 
in Poland and the Sixth Army in France, and was a member of the group as 
defined in the indictment. Sperrle who was in Spain during the Civil War 
and then comnanded Luftflotte 3, the Third German Air Flect, practically 
throughout the war, was also a member of the groupe Two days later Keitel 


and others were preparing proposals to be submitted to Hitler which would 
give the Austrian Government the impression that Germany would resort to force 
unless the Schuschnigg agreement was ratificd in Vienna. 


These propesals are embodied in a document dated February 1h, 1936, 


\ 
1775=PS, U.S. 73, and signed by the defendant Keitel. Portions of Keitel's 


proposals to the Fuehrer are as follow 
"To take no real preparatory measures in the Army or Luftwaffe. No trol 
movements or redeploynents. Spread false but quite credible news which may 
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lead to the conclusion of military preparations against Austria, a) through 
V-men"--that means agents--"in Austria; b) through our customs personnel 
(staff) at the frontier; c) through travclling agents. 

Going down the docunent to h, Keitel proposed: "Order a very active 
make-belicve wireless exchange in Wehrkreis VII and between Berlin md Munich; 
5) real maneuvers, training flights and winter maneuvers of the Mountain Troops ’ 
near the fronticr; 6) Admiral Canaris has to be ready beginning on February 
1h in the Service Command Headquarters in order tomrry out measures given by 
order cf thu Chief of the OKW." 


îs Jodl's diary shows under the entry for 1h February, these deceptive 


mencuvers were very effective and created in Austria the impression that these 


About a month later armed 
intervention was precipitated by Schuschnigg's decision to hold a plebiscite 
in Austria. Hitler ordered mcbilization in accordance with the pre-existing 
plans for the invasion of Austria, these plans being known as "Case Otto", 
in order to absorb Austria and stop tho plebiscite. Jodl's diary under the 
entry for 10 March 1938 tells us: 

"By surprise and without consulting his ministers Schuschnigg ordered a 
plebiscite for Sunday, 13 March, which should bring strong majority for the 
Legitimists in the absence cf plan or prepiratione 

-"Fuchrer is determined not to tolerate it. The same night, larch 9 to 10, 
he calls for Goering. General Yon Reichenau is called back fron Cairo 
Olympic Committecce Gencral ve Schobert is ordered to come, as well as Minister 
Glaise Horstenau, who is with the District leader, Gauleiter, Buerckel in the 
Palatinate." 

The General von Sch bert referred tc succeeded General von Reichenau as 

omnander of Wehrkreis 7.and Carmander of the Eleventh ‘Army in Russia, and was 

a member of the group as defined inthe indictment, 

The invasion of Austria differs from the other German acts of aggression 
in that the invasicn was not closely scheduled and timed in advance. This is 
is the case simply because the invasion was precipitated by an outside event—- 
Schuschnigg's order for the plebiscite. But, although for this reason the 
element of deliberately timec plamming was lacking, the foregoing documents make 
abundantly clear the participation of the military leaders at all stages. 
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At the small policy meeting of November, 1937, when Hitler's 
general program for 4ustria and Czechoslovakia was outlined, the only 
others present were the four principal military leaders am the Foreign 
Secretary. 

In February, Keitel, Reichenau and Sperrle were present to help 
Schuschnigg to the heaviest military pressure. Keitel and others 
immediately thereafter worked out and executed a program of military threat 

leception to frighten the Austrian Government into acceptance of the 
Schuschnigg protocol. When the actual invasion took place, it was, of 
course, directed by the military leaders and executed by the armed forces 
2nd we are indebted to the defendant Jo71 for a clear statement of why 
the German military leaders were only toc celichte? to join with the Nazis 
in bringing about the end of Austrian independence» 

In his lecture in November, 19h43, to the Gauleiters, which appears 
in L-172, which is U.S. 3 Joal explainec: (that is at page 5, paragraph 
3 of the translation): 

"The Austrian Anschluss, in its turn, brought with it, nct only 
fulfillment of an ol¢ national aim, but alse hai the effect both of reinforce- 
ing our fighting strength and of materially improving our strategic 
position. Whereas up till then the territory of Czechoslovakia had 
projected in a most menacing way richt into Ge many (a wasp waist in 
the directi n of France anc an air base for the allies, in particular 
Russia, ) Czechoslovakia herself was now enclosed by pincers. Its wn 
strateric position hac now become so unfavorable t she was bound to 
fall a victim te any attrck pressed home with vigcur before effective aid 
from the Vest ccul- be expectec to arrive." 

The foregoing extract from Jocl's speech makes a ocd transition 
to the case of Czechoslovakia -- "Case Green", or "Fall Gruen". I 

i treat this very briefly. Mr, Alcerman has covered the general 
stcry cf German agsression against Czechoslovakia very fully and the docu- 
ments he reac from are full of evidence sh wing the kn wing participaticn 
in this venture by Keitel, Jodl, an? other members of the groupe 

Once again, the Hossbach minutes of the conference between Hitler and 
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the four principal military leaders (386-18, U.S. 25) may be called to 


mind. Austria and Czechoslovakia were listed as the moxt proximate 
victims of German avgressicne After the absorption of Austria, Hitler, as 
hea: of the State, an’ Keitel, as Chief of all the Armead Forces, lost no time 
in turning their attention to Czechoslovakixa. From this point on, nearly 
¥ 

the whcle story is contained in the Schmunct file (388-15, U.S. 26) and 
Jocl's ciary, both of which have been read from extensively. These two 
sources of information go far, I think, to demolish what is urged in 
defense of the military Jefencants of the General ftaff and High Command 
Groupe They seek to create the impression that the German generals were 
pure military technicians; that they were not interested in, or not in- 
formed about political and Ciplomatic consicerntion; that they prepared 
plans for military attack or defense cn a purely hypothetical basis. They 
say all this in order to Suggest that they did not share and coula not 
estimate Hitler's agcrcssive intentions; that they carried cut politically- 
conceived orders like military autematons, with no idea whether the wars 
they launched were a; tressive or nto 

When these arzuments are mace, your Honer, may I respectfully sugsest =- 
rea’ the Schmunit file and read General Jodl's diary., They make it 
abuncantly clear that asrressi designs were conceived jointly between 
the Nazis anc the generals; that the military leaders were fully ace 
quainted with the political ana Ciplomatic Cevelopments -= inceec, German 
generals hac a strange habit of turning up at diplomatic foregatherings, 
and, indeed, if the documents did not show these thin; s, a moment's thought 
must show them to be true, 

A highly successful program of congucst “epencs on armed mirht. 
It cannot be executed by an unprep?rec, weak, or recalcitrant military 
leaiership. It has, of course, been said that war is t important a 
business to be left to sclciers alone, anc this, is, no 
it is equally true that a. ressive Ciplomacy is far toc dangerous a business 
to se concucted without milita y atvice and support anc no doubt some of 
the German Generals hac qualms about Hitler's timing and the boldness of 
some of his moves. Some of these coubts are rather interestingly reflectec 


in an entry from Jodl's diary which has not yet been reade 
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That is 17380-1S a ain = the entry fır 10 August 1938. It appears on 


of the translation of 1780—iS. 
10 August 1938: "The Army Chiefs anc the Chiefs of the Air Force 
Groups, Lt. Col. Jeschonnek and myself are ordered tec the Berchof. 


33 


After cinner the Fuehrer makes a sveech lasting for almost three 
hours, in which he develops, his political thoughts. The sulbseq= 
uent attem ts to craw the Fuehrer's attention to the defects of 
our preparations, which are uncertaken by a2 few generals of the 
Army, are rather unfortwate. This applies especially to the 
remark of General Victershcim, in which to top it off he claims 
to quote from General Adems thet the western fortifications can only 
be held fo hree weeks, The Fuehrer becomes very indignant and 

up, bursting into the remark that in such a case the whole 


Army woul? not for anything, 
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Delegation. I propose to anproach it from a slightly different angle, 
inasmuch as these documents serve as a excellent case study of the functio 
ing of the General Staff and Hish Commana Group as defined in the Indict- 
ment. 

This attack was carefully timed and planned, and in the documents 
one can observe the staff work step by step. Mr. Griffith Jones read 
from a series of directives from Hitler and Keitel, embodied in Document 
C-120, GB 41, invoiving "Fall leiss", which was the code word for the plan 
of attack on Poland, That is a whole serios of documents and the series 
starts--C120-- with a reissuance of a document called "Directive for the 
Uniform Prenaration for Jer by the Armed Forces." 

fe have encountered this periodically reissued directive previously. 
That was a form for sort c anding instructions to the armed forces 
laying out what their tasks during the coming period would bee 

In essence these directives are, firstly, statements of what the 
armed forces must be prepared to accomplish in view of political and 
diplomatic policies and developments; and secondly, indications of what 
should be accomplished diplomatically in order to make the military tasks 
easier and the chances of success greater. They constitute, in fact, a 
fusion of diplomatic and military thought and they strongly demonstrate th 
mutual interdependence of arcressive diplomacy and military plannine,. 

Note the limited distribution of thes- documents early in April, 193¢ 
in which the preparation of the plans for the Polish war is ordered. 
Five copies only are distributed by Keitel: One goes to Brauchitsch, 
OKH; one to Raeder, OKM; one to Goering at OKL; and two to Warlimont in 
the Plannine Branch of OK, 

Hitler lays down that the vlans must b susceptible of execution by 
l September, 1939, and as we well remember, that target date was adhered 
toe The fusion of military and diplomatic thought is clearly brought out 
by a part of one of those documents which has not previously been rend; 


thet is, D--Cl20, subdivision D-- and it is to be found at page 4. 
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The subheading is: "Political Requirements and Aims." 

"German relations with Poland continue to be based on the princitsl 
of avoiding any quarrels. Should Poland, however, change her policy to- 
wards Germany, based up to now on the same principles as our ewm, and 
adopt a threatening attitude towards Germany, a final settlement micht 
become necessary, notwithstanding the pact in cffect with Poland. 

"The aim, then, will be to destroy Polish military strength, and 
create in the East a situation which satisfies the requirements of nation- 
al decensee The free state of Danzig will be proclaimed a part of the 
Reich territory at the outbreak of the conflict, at the latest. 

"The political lerdership considers it its task in this case to 
isolate Poland if nossible, that is to say, to limit the war to Poland 
onlye 

"The development of inereasine internal crises in France and the 
resulting British cautiousness might produce such a situation in the not 
too distant future. 

"Intervention by Russia so far as she would be able to do this 

to be of any use for Poland, because this would imply 
Poland's destruction by Bolshevisme 

"The attitude of the Baltic States will be determined wholly by 
German military exirencics. 

"On the German side, Hungary cannot be considered a certain ally. 
Italy's attitude is determined by the Berlin-Rome Axis." 

Sub-heading 2: "Military Conclusions." 

"The great objectives in the building up of the German Armed Froces 
will continue to be determined by the antozonism of the Vestern Democracies 
"Fall Weiss’ constitutes only a precautiousry complement to these pre- 
parationse It is not to be looked upon in any way, however, as the 
necessary prerequisite for a military settlement with the Western 


opponents e 


"The isolation of Poland will be more easily maintained, even after 
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the beginning of operations, if we suecced in starting the war with 
heavy, sudden blows and in gaining rapid successes. 


"The entire situation will require, however, that preeautions be 


taken to safeguard the western boundary and the German North Sea coast, 


as well as the air over them", 

But no one suggests that these are hypothetical plans, or that the 
Gencral Staff and High Command Group did not know what was in prospect. 
The plans show on their face that they are no war games But, to clinch 
this point, let us refer briefly to Mr. :lderman's pin-up document on 
Polant, L-79, US 27. These arc Schmundt's notes on the conference in 
Hitler's study ot the Reich Chancellery,, Berlin, on 23 May, 1939, when 
Hitler announced =- and I quote just one sentence =-=- "There is, there- 
fore, no question of sparing Poland, and we are left with the decision 


to attack Poland at the first suitable opportunity." 
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Note who was present besides Hitler and a few military aides: 
the Defendant Goering, C-in-C of the luftwaffe; the Defendant Raeder, 
Navy; the Defendant Keitel, OKW; von Brauchitsch, C-in-C, Army; 
Colonel General Milch, who was State Secretary of the Air Ministry 
and Inspector General of the Luftwaffe; General Bodenschatz, 
Goering's personal assistant; Rear Admiral Schniewindt, Chief of the 
Naval War Staff; Colonel Jeschonnek, Chief of the Air Staff; 
Colonel Warlimont, Planning Staff. All of them, except Milch, 
Bodenschatz, and the adjutants are members of the Group. 

So far these documents have shown us the initial and general. 
planning of the attack on Poland. These general plans, however, 
had to be checked, corrected and perfected by the field commanders 
who were to carry out the attack. 

I offer document C-12, which will be us-€38, This document 
was issucd in the middle of June, 1939, and in this document 
von Brauchitsch, as Commander-in-Chicf of the Army, passed on the 
general outlines of the plan for the attack on Poland to the ficld 
commandcrs-in-chicf--to the Oberbefehlshaber of army groups and 
armies--so that the field commanders could work out the actual 
preparation and deployment of troops in accordance with the plans. 

This is from page 1 of the translation, and I quote: 

"The object of the operation is to destroy the Polish Armed 
Forces. High policy demands that the war should be begun by heavy 
surprise blows in order to achieve quick results. The intention of 
the Army High Command is to prevent a regular mobilization and 
concentration of the Polish Army by a surprise invasion of Polish 
territory and to destroy the mass of the Polish Army which is to be 
expected to be west of the Vistula-Narve Line," 

I skip to the next paragraph. 

"The Army Group Commands and the Army Commands will make their 
preparations on the basis of surprise of the enemy. There will be 


alterations necessary if Surprise should have to be abandoned. 


2149 





Lo Aon 0 


These will have to be developed simply and quickly on the same basis; 
they are to be prepared mentelly to such an extent that in case of 
an order from the Army High Command they can be carried out quickly." 
THE PRESIDENT: What is tho date of that document? 
COLONEL TAYLOR: The date of that document is the middle of 
June, 1939; I believe it is the 15th or lyth of 1939. 


THE PRESIDENT: Did you say June? 


COLONEL TAYLOR: Yes, your Honor. The date is on the original. 
a 


The next document is 2327-PS, which will be US-539, signed by 
Blaskowitz. It is dated 1) June, 1939, and it shows us an 
Oberbefehlshaber at work in the ficld planning an attack. Blaskowitz, 
at that time, was Commander of the Third Army Area Command, and he 
became Commander-in-Chief of the Gorman Eighth army during the 
Polish campaign. I read some oxtracts from this document--found on 
page 1 of the translation. 

"The Commander=in-Chicf of the Army has ordered the working out 
of a plan of deployment against Poland which takes into account the 
demands of the political leadership for the opening of war by 
Surprise and for quick success. 

"The order, of deployment by the High Command, known as 'Fall 
Weiss,' authorizes the Third Army Group=-in Fall Weiss Eighth Army 
Headquarters-—to give necessary directions and orders to all commands 
subordinated to it for 'Fall Weiss.!" 

I skip to paragraph 7 on page l. 

"The whole correspondence on 'Fall Weiss! has to be conducted 
under the classification 'Top Secret.! This is to be disregarded 
only if the content of a document, in the judgment of the chief of 
the responsible command, is harmless in overy way=--even in 


connection with other documents. 
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"For the middle of July a conference is planned where details 


on the execution will be aiscussede Time and place will be ordered 


later one Special reaucsts arc to be communicated to Third Arny Group 


before 10 Julye" 

That is signed: "The Com ancer in Chief of Army urea Command 3, 
Fe Blaskowitze" 

I skip to page 2 to read one further extract under the title = at 
the top of page 2 of the translation = "Aims of Operation 'Fall Vieiss'™"s 

"The operation, in order to forestall an orderly Polish mobiliza- 
tion and concentration, is to be opened by surprise with forces which 
arey for the most part, ammored and. motorized, p 
neighborhood of the border, The initial superiority over the Polish 
fronticrecuards and prisc that can be expected with ecrtainty are 
to be maintained by quickly bringing up other parts of the Army as well 
as to counteract the marching up of the Polish jArmye 

"Accordingly, ell units have to keep the initiative against the foe 
by quick acting and ruthless attacks," 

Finally, a we k before the actual attack on Poland, and when all 
the military plans are laid, we fina the Group as definited in the 
Indictment all in one place, in fact, all in onc rome On August 23 
the Oberfechlshaber asseribled at Obersalzberg to hear Hitler's explana 
tion of the timing of the attack and for political pnd diplomatic 
orientation from the head of the State, This va hes already been 
read from at lengths It is found in 796=PS, US 29, and I pass over it 
except to note and emphasize that it is addressed to the very group 
defined in the Indictment as the Gonoral Staff and High Command Groupe 
It is, incidcntally, the second of tho two examples referred to in the 
affidavits by Helder and Brauchitsch, numbers 1 ang 2 which I read 
previouslye 

We have now come to the point where Germany actually launched the 
war, Within a few weeks, and before any important action on the Vestern 


Front, Poland was overerun and conquerecs German losses wero insignifi- 


cante 
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The three principal territorial questions mentioned in the Blomberg 
and Blaskowitz affidavits were all solved. The Rhincland had been re- 
occupied and fortified; Memel was annexcd3 the Polish Corridor had been 
annexed, And a good dcal more, too: Austria a part of the Reich; 
Czechoslovakia occupied; all of Western Poland in German hands, Germany 
was superior in arms and in experience over her Western enemies, France 
and Englande 

Thon came the three black years of the war — 1939, 190, and 194l, - 
when German armed misht swung like a great scythe from North, South, and 
East: Norway and Denmark; the Low Countrics; France: Italy became an 
ally of Germanys Tripoli anc Egypt; Yugolsavlia and Grecces; Roumania, 
Hyngary and Bulgaria became allicss the Western part of the Soviet Union 
OVCrrune 

I would like to deal as a whole with the period from the fall of 
Poland in October 1939 to the attack against the Soviet Union in June 


of 1941. In this period occurred the aggressive wars in violation of 


treaties, as charged in the Indictment, against Norway, Denmark, Holland, 


Belgium, Luxembourg, Yugoslavia, and Greece. 
I cannot improve on nor add much to the presentation of these 
the British Delegation. From the stancpo'nt of proving crimes 
case is complet But would jike te veview this 
period bricfly from the military standeofns an! wait as the German 
military leaders viewol it. And of ono thing ve may be : None of 
the Nazis nor the Genarale thought daring this porive in terms of a 
P vicoiwsions of nastrality Sroatiss They thought in terms 
of a war, a wae of consuest, a war for the conquest of Europee Neutral- 
ity, troatics, non=agercssion pacts => those were not the major considera~ 
tions, They wore annoying obstacles, anz devices had to be formed and 
excuses manufretured to fis the circumstances, 
Von Blomberg has told us in his affidavit, which I have read, that 
after 1939 some gencrals began to condemn Hitler's methods and lost 
confidence in his judgment. ‘Which particular Hitler methods some of 


the generals condemned is not stated, but I think the Tribunal will not 
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hear any substantial evidence that many of the gencrals condemned 


the march of conquest during the years 1939 to 1941, 
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In fact the evidence is rather that most of the gencrals were 


having the time of their lives during those years, Six weeks aftcr 
the outbreak of the war, and upon the successful termination of the 
Polish campaign, 9 October 1939, thers was issucd a memorandum and 
Cirective for the conduct of the war in the weste That is document 
Noe Ie52, and becomes USA Exhibit Noe 540. It is not signed, It was 
cistributed only to the four service chicfs, Keitcl, Prauchitsch, 
Goering anc Racder, From the wording there is every indication that 
it was issued by Hitlere I will read the rəmaining 
with page 2 of the document, cout two-thirds of the way dovm in the 
first paragraph, starting with the worcs, "The aims of the Anglo—French 
conduct of wars" 
"The aim of the Anglo-French conduct of war is to dissolve, or 
disintregate the 80 millicn state again so that in this manner 
the European equilibrium, in other words, the balance of power, 
neigh serves thcir ends, may be restored. This battle, therc- 
forc, will have to be fought out by the Garman pecple one way 
vertheless, the very ğroat successes 
month of war coule serve, in the event of an immediate 
signing of peace, to strengthen the Reich psychologically and 
materially to such an extent that from the German vicwmoint there 
would be no objection to encing the war imme diately, insofar as 
the present achicvement with arms is not jeopardized by the peacce 


treatyo 


It is not the object of this memorandum tc study the possibili- 


ties in this direction, or even to take them into consideratione 


In this paper I shall confine myse OF sively to the other 
ccssity to continue the fight, the object of which, 
Qy stressed, consists so far as tho cnemy is concerned 
issolution or cestruction of the Gurman Reiche In opposi- 
tion to this, the Gorman war aim is the final military dispatch 
of the Westy isce destruction of the power and ability of the 


Western Powors ever again to be able fo oppose the state consoli- 
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dation, and further cevelopment of the German people in Europce 

4s far es the outside world is concernec, howcver, this internal 

aim will have to undergo various propaganda adjustments, necessary 

from a psychological point of viewe This docs not alter the war 

ain, It is and remoins the destruction of our Western encmics. 

I now pass to nage 3 of tho trmslation, paragraph 2, and the subhead 
ing, "Reasons" s 

"Reasons 

The successes of the Polish campaicn have mace 


front, awaited for pas 


are you reading now? 
COLONEL TAYLOR: Pe threc of document 1-52, 
oy Your Honore 
THE PRESIDENT: 
COLOMEL TAYLOR: 
TIE PRESIDENT YeSe 
COLONEL TAYLOR: "That is, to say, Germany is ab: ) enter the 
fight in the West with all her might, leaving only a few covering troopse 
; European states are neutral cithor because they fear for 
fates, or lack interest in the conflict as such, or are intcro- 
sted in a certain outcome of the war, which prevents them from taking 
part at all, or at any rate too soon, 
"The folicwing is to be firmly borne in mind," 
In lins with, and at this point I interpolate here a succession of 
references to countrics when I nas ` Belgium and Holland at the foot 
of page 3: "Belgium and Holland," 


THE PRESIDENT: My document has no 


COLONEL TAYIOR: There is the heading "Ru 


"Italy". 

1E PRESIDENT: I have the "The Nordic States", and the "The South 
eastern States," That is on page 3. 

COLONEL TAYLOR: That is page h, Your Honor, Iş is the previous pagce 


Belgium and Holland? 
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COLONEL TAYLOR: Belgium and Holland, Yes, sire 
THE PRESIDENT: Go ahcads Pege 23 yeso 
COIONEL TAYLOR: "Both countries are interosted in prescrving 
their ncutrality but incapable of withstanding prolonged pressure 
from England and France, The preservation of thoir colonics, the main~ 
tenence of their trace, and thus the securing of their intcrior ccono= 
my even of their very life, depend wholly upon the will of England 
and Franese Therefore, in their decisions, in their attitude, and in 
their actions, both countries are dependent upon the West, in the 
highsst decrece, If England and France promise themselves a succcssful 
result at the price of Bulgion ncutrality, they are at any time in a 
position to apply the necessary zressurc, That is to say, without 
covering themselves with tho odium of a breach of neutrality, they ca 
compel Belgium and Holland to give up their ncutrolity. Thereforc, in 
the matter of the preservation of Telgo=—Dutch neutrality, time is not 
a factor which mi zht promise a favorable Cevelopment for Gormany" 
he final paragraph t is of the = 
Nordic States: = Provided no completely unforescen factors 
car, their neutrality in thc future is also to be assumeds The 
continuction of German trade with these countries appear possible even 
curation," End of quotaticne 
later, 9 3 November 1939, our group, as you will find 


in the indictment, the 0 vefeh gai ssembled, as found in 


> 
ta 
r 


document Noas if Dy Aa wy in the record a Exhibit No. 23 = our 


group o: refohls rain a nolea and heard from Hitler much 


of what ne had said previous o the fo ice i i 
f oviously to the four service chiefs, This speech, 


pa of which is cady i 10 sre aes . 
part of which is already in the rec rc, contains othor portions not 


previously read from and now of intercst, and first extract which 


I would like to reac on page 2 of the translati n, about half way dovm 


s =a Aer mp = ~ Bas i ` 
in paragrap onc, starting with the words: "For the first time in 


history wo have to fight on only one fronte" I quote 


E 


irst timc in history we have to fight on only one fronty 


other front is at present frece But no one can know how long 
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I have doubted for a long time whether I 


that will remain SO. 
Basically I 


should strike in the cast, and then in the west. 
did not organize the armed forecs in order not to strike. The 


decision to strike was always in me, Earlier or later, I wanted 


to solve the problem. Under pressure, it was decided that the 
cast was to be attacked first. If the Polish war was won so quickly 
it was due to the superiority of our armed forccise The most 

glorious appearance in history» Unexnectedly small expenditures 
Now the eastern front is held by only a few 


of men and material. 


divi 
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"sions. 


It is a situation which we viewed previously as unachievable 
Now the situation is as follows: 


The opponent in the west lies 
behind his fortifications. 


There 


is no possibility of coming to 
grips with him. 


The decisive question is: how long can we cndure 


this situation." 


Passine to pace 3 of that 


v 


document, line 3;= 


"Everything is determined by the 


fact that the 
now, in six months 


did 


moment is favorable 
it mi >e so any mor 

Theo inao A TT. T URF” ny À We 4 s s tein = Si = 

The final passage on pa 4 of the tr. nslation, in the long paragraph, 
bout half way down, beginnine, “Ineleand ean not live without its imports. 


its 


Jecision for me. None has 


My life is of no importano 
erman people to s 


. great heirht, even if 


in 


setting this work on a gamble. 


I 


I choose victory. 


wer. Prussia ov 


Owe 


>Y) 
IL 


Freicrich the 
arck 


no less 
reable. 


E ince and Eng= 
most favorable and quickest moment. Breach of the 
neutrality of 3elgium and Holland is reanineless 


e Ne one will 


question that when we have wone shall not bring 


r 
e 


about the 


breach 
creality as idiotically as it was in 1914 


If we do 
neutrality, then E 


not breek 
ingland and France will, Without attack the wax 
1s not to be ended victoriously. I consider it as possible to end 
the war only by means of an attacke The 


question as to whether the 
w BUG | 
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attack will be successful, no one can answer, Everythine depends 


upon the favorable instant." End of quotation. 


Thereafter, the winter of '39 and '40 passed quickly, the winter 


of so-called "phony war." 

The General Staff and High Command Group all knew what the plan was 
-- they had -1l been told. To attack ruthlessly at the first opportunity; 
to smash the French and English forces; to pay no heed to treaties with 
or neutrality of the Low Countries, "Bronking of the neutrality of 
Holland and Belgium is meaninzlesse No one will question that when we 
have wone" That is what Hitler tole the Oborbcfehlshaber. His fenerals 
end admirals agreed, and went forward with their plan, 

Now it is not true that e11 the steps in this march of conquest were 
conceived by Hitler and that the military leaders embarked on them with 


m 
4 


reluctance and misrivinese o show this we need only hark back for a 
moment to what Mr, Elwyn Jones told tke Tribunal nbout the plans for the 
invasion of Denmark and Norway, 

The Tribunal will recall that Hitler's utterances in October and 
November, which I have just read, although they are full of threatening 
comments about France snd England and the Low Countries, contain no 
suggestion of an attack of Scondinaviae Indeed, Hitler's memorandum of 
> October, from which I rend, L-52, affirmatively indicates that Hitler 
saw no reason to disturb the situation to the north, because he Reid that 
onless unforeseen factors anpear, thi neutrality of the northern states 
could be assumed. Trade could be continued with those countries, even in 
n long war, but a week previously, on the 3rd of Cctohber 1939, the 
Defendant Raeder had caused a questionaire to be cirgulater within the 
Naval ‘Jar Staff seeking comments on the advantages which might be gain 
from a naval standpoint by securing bases in Norway and Denmarks That 
document is C-122, GB-82. And another document introduce’ by Mre 

l 


Jones, C-66, which is GB-8l, shows that Raeder was prompted to circulate 


this questionaire by a letter from another admiral named Karls, who 
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pointed out the importance of an occupation of the Norwegian coast by 

Germany» Admiral Karls, Rolf Karls, later attained the rank of Admiral 

of the Fleet and commanded Naval Group "North", and in that capacity 

is a member of the group as defined in the indictment as well as Raeder e 
The Tribunal will also recall that the defendant Doenitz, who at 


time was flag officer submarines, replied to this questionaire from 


October 1939, The document in question is C-5, GB-83, 


Ana Doenitz replied that from his -standpoint Trojnheim and Narvik met the 
requircments of a submarine `sse; that Trojnheim was better; and- that he 


> 
{ 
S 


proposed the establishment of n U=-hoat base there. The next day Raeder 
visited Hitler, and during this visit certain subsequent events are 
described in a document which has not previously been introduced. 

Now, your Honors, owins to a confusion in numbering, the German 
document is C-71, but the tran j appears in your book in Document 
L-323, and that will be I 4 The translation will be found in 

he middle he page, entitled, "Entry in the War Diary of the 
var Staff, on Teseruebung," that 
the common name for the against Norway and Denmark. 


. 


entry Octobe 269, first reference of the Commaniter-in-Chief 


shrer, to the significance of Norway for sea 
and sir warfare, the Fuchrer intencs to rive the mtter consideration." 
Entry for 12 Decemhe "The Fuechrer received Q and H" (those being 
presumably Quisling 


Subsequent instructions to the Supreme Command:5f the Armed 
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Forces to make mental preparations. The Commander-in-Chief of the 
Navy is having an essay prepared which will be ready in January. 

Then I interpolate. The translation of the next sentence is 
somewhat in crror, and should read, "With reference to this essay 
Kapitan zur sec Krancke is working on "Weseruebung,' and OKW." 

During the time which followed, H (Hagelin) maintained contact 
with the Chief of Staff cf the Commander-in-Chicf of the Navy. His 
aim was to develop the Party Q (Quisling) with a view to making it 
capable of making a coup and to give the Supreme Command of the 
Navy information on the political developments in Norway and 
military questions. In general he pressed the specding up of 
preparations, but considered that it was first necessary to expand 
the organization. I think that is all I necd read of that. 

p 

Another document, which is C-6h, GB-86--already in the record-- 
shows that on 12 Decembor the Naval War Staff discussed the Norwegian 
project with Hitler--I am not going to read from that document, 
your Honors--at a mecting at which the Defendants Keitel and Jodl 
also attended. In the meantime Raeder was in touch with the 
Defendant Rosenberg on the possibilities of using Quisling, and 
Mr. Elwyn Jones very properly pointed out to the Tribunal the close 
link between the Service Chiefs and the Nazi politicians. Asa 
result of all this, on Hitler's instructions Keitel issued a 
OKW directive on 27 January, 1940, stating that Hitler had 
commissioned him to undertake charge of preparations for the Norway 
operation, to which he then gave the code name "Weserucbung." 

On 1 March, 1940, Hitler issucd the directive sctting forth 
the general plan for the invasion of Norway and Denmark. That is 
C-17h,, cp-89, which Mr. Jones put in the record. The directive 
was initialed by Admiral Kurt Fricke, who at that time was head of 
the Operations Division of the Naval War Staff, and who at the end 
of 191 became Chief of the Naval War Staff, and in that capacity 


is a member of the group as defined in the indictment. So, as these 
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documents make clear, the plan to invade Norway and Denmark was not 
conceived in Nazi Party circles, nor forced on the military leaders; 
on the contrary, it was conceived in the Naval part of the General 
Staff and High Comuand Group, and Hitler was persuaded to take the 
idea up. 
and neutrality meant just as little to the General 

Staff and High Command Group as to the Nazis. As to the Low Countries, 
neither Hitler nor the military leaders were disturbed about treaty 
considerations. 

The Tribunal will remember that at a conference between Hitler 

she principal military leaders in May, 1939, as shom in 

ral 

document 1-79, US-27, already in the record, when the intention to 
attack Poland was announced, Hitlcr in discussing the possibility 
of war with England said that the Dutch and Belgian air bascs must 


be occupied by armed force. “Declarations and neutrality will be 


ignored." And later in his speech to the Oberbefehlshaber, in 


November, 1939, Hitler said that they must first invade the Low 
Countrics and "no one would question that when we have won." 
Accordingly, onc can well imagine that the winter of 1939 a 
1940 and the early spring of 1940 was a period of very intensive 
planning in German military circles. The major : k in the west 
through the low countrics had to be planned and the attack on 
Norway and Denmark had to be planned. The Defendant Jodl's diary 
Sue 
for the period 1 February to 26 May, 1940 (1809-Ps, GB-1139) , 
contains many entries reflecting the course of this planning. 
Some of the entries have been read into the record and other copies 
are now of interest. 
The Tribunal will sec from these ontrics which have already 
becn read that during February and early March there was considerable 
doubt in German military circles as to whether the attack on Norway 


and Denmark should precede or follow the attack on the low countries, 


and that at some points there even was doubt as to whether all these 
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attacks wero necessary from a military standpoint, but the Tribunal 
will not find a sinzic entry which reflects any hesitancy from a 
moral angle, on the part of Jodl or anyone olse that he talked to, 
to over-run these countrics, 
I will make somo referenees now to document 1809-PS and some 
entries in it. I do not find a verbatim quote in any one of 
The Court will note that on 1 February, 190, General 


chonneck, the Chief of the Air Staff and a member of tho Group as 


defincd in the Indictment, visited Jodl and made a Suggestion that it 
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‘might be wise to attack only Holland, on the ground that Holland alone would 


offer a tremendous improvement for Germany's aerial warfare, 

On 6 February, Joly conferred with Jeschonnek, Warlimont, and Col. von 
aldau, and what Jodl calls a "new idea" was proposed at this meetine: that the 
Germans shoul carry out actions H, being Holland, and under Veser exercises, 
that being Norway and Denmark only, and should cuarantee those countries! 
neutraility for the duration of the war, 

I suppose the German air force may have felt that the occupation of 
Holland alcne would give them sufficient scope for air bases for attacks on 
England and that if Belgium's neutraility were preserved the German bases in 
Holland woul’ be immune from attack by the Frency and British armics in France. 
If, to meet this situation, the French ani British attack throuth Holland and 
Belgium, the violation of neutraility woul be on the other foot. But whether 
or not this new idea made sense from a military angle, it appears to be a most 
extraordinary notion from a diplomatic angle. It was a proposal to vilate 
without any excuse the ncutraility of three neighborin: small countries, and 
simultaneously to suarantee the neutraility of a fourths but what value the 
Belgians micht have attributed to a -urantec of neutraility offered under such 
circumstances it is difficult to inacinc, and in fact the "new idea" projected 
at this mectin= scoms a most e olinary combination of cynicism and naivete. 

In the meantime, as Joil's diary sh on 5 February 1940 the "special 
staff" for the Norvay invasion met for the first time and zot its instruction: 
from Keitele On 21 Fevruary, Hiticr put General von Falkenhorst in command 
of the Norway unlertaking; ani Jod liary records that "Falkenhorst accepts 
cladly". 

On 26 February, Hitler was still in doubt yhether to so first to Norway 
or the Low Countrics, but on 3 March, he Jecide2 to do Norway first and the 


3 


ow Countries a short time thereafter, The decisicn proved final. Norway 
and Denmark were invaded on 9 April anl the success of the adventure was 
certain by the lst of May. The invasion of the Low Countries took place ten 


days later. 


So, France anà the Lor Countries fell, Italy joined the y on the side 
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of Germany, and the African campaign began. In October 1940, Italy attacked 

The Italo-Greck stalemate and the uncertain attitude of Jugoslavia 
became embarrassing to Germany, particularly because the attack on the Sovict 
J 


nion was bein; planned and Germany felt she could not. risk an uncertain situation 


at her rear in the Balkans, 


Accordingly, it was decided to end areck situation by coming to Italy's 
aid, anl the Jugoslavian coup dletat of 26 March 1940 broucht about the final 
German decision to crush Jugoslavia also. The cocuments have already been 
introduced by Colonel Phillimore and there is little that I need to add for my 
present purposes. The decisic were made the Armed Forces drew up the necessary 

and executed the < icks he onslaught was particularly unmerciful 
and ruthless against Jugoslavia for the special purpose of fricthtening Turkey 
and Greece. The final deployment instructions were sued by Brauchitsch 
and appear ina 4 l which h2 ot\been read before hat being R=953 
GB 127. Two extracts from this wen of interest. R=—95 These extracts are 
very shorts 

"The political situation e Balkans chanced by reason of the 
Jugoslav military revclt, Jug avia has e consicered as an enemy even 
should it make declarati 

"The Fuchrer and Supreme Commander has dccided therefore to destroy 
Jucoslavia as quickly as possible." 

And turnin: to pararraph No. 5b, the "Timetable for the operations", 

"On Sth April as fficient forces of the Air Forces are available 
and weather pernittin:, the Air Forces should attack continuously by clay and 
nicht the Juvoslav ground orcanizaticn and 

The German attack on the Soviet Union, I have 1 more to say about. 
All the documents showins th ceressive nature of the attack have been put in 
ny Mr. jAlderisan. I suppose is quite possible that some members of the 
General Staff and Hich Command Grous opposed "Barbarossa" as unnecessary and 


r 


unwise, from a military standpoint. The Defendant Raeder so indicated in a 


P l 
memorandum he wrotc on 10 Jamary 19), (C66; GB 61). c-66 is the translation, 
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the only document I propose to read on this subject, from which a few extracts 
are of interest, The quotation starts at the very outset of the Document C-65: 

"At this time the Fuchrer had made known his tunalterablc lecision! to 
conduct the Eastern campaign in spite of all resor After that, further 
warnines, if no new situation had arisen, were found to be completely useless, 
às Chief of Naval “ar Staff, I was never convinced of the "compellin; necessity! 
for Barbarossa," 

And passing to the third paragraph: 

"The Fuchrer very early had the idea of one day settling accounts with 
Russia, doubtless his gencral iceolovical attitude played an essential part in 
this. In 1937-38 he once stated that he intended to eliminate the Russians as 
a Baltic powers they would then have to be Jiverted in the direction of the 
Persian Gulf, The advance of the Russians against Finland and the Baltic 
States in 1939-0 probably further stren:thoned him in this idea." 

And passin to the very end of document, paracraph 1; 


"As no other course is possib i e submitted to compulsion, If, 


in doing so, a difference of opinion arises betwecn 1 SKL and myself" == 


That, if I may interpolate, is a Jivision of the Naval “ar Staff havins to do 


Gi 


with operations. == "it is perhaps S he argumer he Fuc wer used on 
such occasion (dinner specch in the mile o 115 he Officers in Command) 
to justify a step he had nlanned, usually had a rrentcr effect on people not 
belonsin: to the tinner cirele!, than on those who often heard this type of 


reasonin:, 
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p “Many remarks and plans indicate that the Fuchrer e.lculate’ on the 
final encing of the Eastern campaign in the autumn cf 191, whereas the 
Supreme Comenc of the Army (General Staff) was very skeptical." 

That, to be sure, indicates the Civision cf oninicn fs to the rili- 
tary chances of a-rapic succe i the part last quoted indicates that 
other members of the group favored "Barvarossa" and Raeder!s affidavit 


says; to wit, that seme of the generals lost confidence in the power of 
Hitler's julgment, but that the generals failed as a group to take any 
definite stand against him althous;h a few trie? and suffered thereby. 
Certainly the Hizh Command took no stand against Hitler on "Barbarossa"! and t 
the events of 1941 and 1942 čo not sug est that the Hizh Command embarked 

on the Soviet War tentatively or with reservitions, but rather with ruthless 
‘etermination backe by careful plannin;:. The plens themselves have all 

been read and cited to the Court previcusly. 

That concludes theevivtence on the criminal activities cf the Group 
uncer Counts One and Twos The Cocuments written by the military leaders, 
and which I have previously introduce.’ are not the writings of men who 
were reluctant to plan and execute these manifold wars. 

I want to make clerr apain the nature of the accusations against this 
Group under Counts One an’? Two. They are not.aceusedc on the ground that 
they are sclciers. They tre not accused merely for doing the usual thines 
a soldier is expected to do, such as make military plans and comman} troops. 

It is, I suppose, among the normal duties of a Ciplomat to engage in 
negotiations and conferences; to write nctes and aide memoires, to enter- 
tain at dinner parties and cultivate good will toward the government he 
representse The Defendant Ribsentrop is net indictec for doing these 
things. It is the usual function of a pelitican to craft regulations and 
decrees, to make speechese The Defendants Hess and Frick are not incicted 


for doing those thinrs. 


It is an innocent anc respectable business to be a locksmith, but it is 


none the less a crime, if the locksmith turns his talents to picking the 


of a neighbcrsan’ looting their homes. An? that is the nature of 
the charge under Counts One anc Two against the General Staft and High 


Commane Groupe The charge is that in performing the functions of diplomats, 
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politicans, soliers, sailors, or whatever they happened to be, they con= 
spire’ to, and did plan, prepare, initiate anl wave illegal wars and thereby 
committed crimes uncer Article 6 (a) of the Chartere 

It is no defense for those who committed such crimes to plead that they 
practice a particular profession. It is perfectly legal for military 
men to prepare military plans, to meet n»ticnal contingencies, and such 
plans my legally be crawn, whether they are offensive or defensive in 
a military sense. It is even perfectly legal for military leaders tc carry 
cut such plans an? enga.e in war, if in coin; So, they “© not plan and 
launch anc ware wars which are illeral adenine they are avyressive and 
in contravention of the Charter. 

I am very far from saying that there may not be indivieral cases, 
invelving some in?’ivicual members of this Eroup, where drawing the line 
between legal and i ral behaviour might not involve some difficulties, 
That is net an uncommon situation in the tegal field. ‘Sut I do not bee 
lieve that there is any doubt or \ifficuity here, before this Tribunal, 
as to the criminality of the General Staff and High Command Group as a 


Group under 
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Counts One and Two, nor as to the guit of the five defendants who are 
members of the groupe 

In the case of the Defendants Goering, Keitel and Jodl, the evidence 
is voluminous and their partidpution in aggressive plans and war is constant. 
The same is true of Defendant Raeder, and his individual responsibility 
for the ageressive and savage attack on Norway and Denmark is especially 
clear, The evidence so far offered against Doenitz is less voluminous 
for the reason that he was younger and not one of the top group until 
later in the war. But numerous other members of the General Staff and High 
Command Group, including its other leaders, are shown to have participated 
knowingly and wilfully in these illegal plans and wars. 

Brauchitsch, the Conmancer-in-Chief of the Army, and his Chief of 
Staff Halder; Warlimont, the deputy of Jodl; in the nature of things these 
men knew all that was going on əng participated fully, as the documents 
show. Reichenau and Sperrle helped to bully Schuschnigg; Reichenau 
anc von Schobert, together with Goering, are immediately sent for by 
Hitler when Schuschni:;7 ordered the plebiscite, 

At a later date we have Blaskowitz as an Oberbefehlshaber in 
the field, knowingly preparing for the attack on Poland; Field Marshal 


list educating the Bulgarians for their role during the attacks on 


Yugoslavia and Greece; von Falkenhorst "gladly accepting" the assignment 


to command the invasion of Norway and Denmark, 

On the air side, Jeschonnek has been recorded proposing that Germany 
attack Norway, Denmark 2nd Holland, and simultaneously assure Belgium 
that there is nothing to fear. 

On the naval side, Admiral Carls, member of the Group, foresees 
at an early date that German policy is leading to a general European war, 
anc at a later date the attack on Norway and Denmark is his brainchild; 
Krancke is one of the chief planners of this attack; Schniewinct is in 
the inner circle for the attack on roland; Fricke certifies the final 
orders for Weseruebung and a few months later proposes that Germany annex 
Belvium and northern France and reduce th: Netherlands and Scandinavia to 


vassalaze. 
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Most of the nineteen officcrs I have mentioned were at that time 
members of the Group, as defined, and the few who were not, subsequently 
became members, At the final conference for Barbarossa seventeen 
ac°itional members are present and at the two meetings with Hitler, at 
which the aggressive plans and the contempt for treaties were fully 
disclosed, the entire group was present, 

The military defendants will perhaps argue that they are technicians, 
This amounts to Saying that militery men are a race apart from and 
different from the ordinary run of human beings =- men above and beyond the 
moral and legal requirements that apply to others, incapable of exerci sing 
moral judgment on their own behalf, 

What we are dizrsing here is the Crime of planning and waz zing 
aggressiva war. It stands to reason that that crime is committed most 
consciously, deliberately and culpably by a nation's leaders -- the leaders 
in all the major ficlds of activity which are necessary to and closely 
involved in the wz ting cf war. It is committeed by propagandists and 
publicists. It is coumitted by political leaders, by diplomats, by the 
Cc ief ministers, by the principal industrial anc financial leaders and 
it is no hess committec by the military leaders, 

In the nature of thing 38, planning and exe cuting aggressive war 
is accomplished by agreement and consultation among all these types of 
leaders. And if the le ders in any notably important field of activity 
stand aside or resist or fail to cooper ite, then the program will at 
the very least be Seriously obstructe That is why the principal 
leaders in 211 these fields of activ vity share responsibility for the 
crime, and the military leaders no less than the others, Leadership in 
the military field, as well as in other fields, calls for moral wisdom as 
well as technical 2stuteness,. 


I do not think that the responsible military leaders of any nation 


will be heard to say that their role is that of a mere janitor or custodian, 


or pilot of the. war machine which is under their command and that they 


bear no responsibility whatsoever for the use to which th at machine is put, 
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The prevalence of such a view would be particularly unfortunate today, 


Se °* L Jan-A-JH-7, 


when the military leaders control forces infinitely more powerful and 
destructive than ever before. Should the military leaders be declared 
exempt from the declaration in the Charter that planning and waging 
aggressive war is a crime, it would be a crippling, if not fatal blow, 
to the efficacy of that declaration. 

Such is certainly not the view of the United States. The Prosecution 
here representing the United States believes that the profession of arms 
is a distinguished profession. We believe that the practice of that 
profession by its leaders calls for the highest degree of integrity and 
moral wisdom, no less than for technical skill. We believe that in con- 
sulting anc planning with the leaders in other fields of a nation's 
activities, the military leaders must act in accordance with international 

aw and the dictates of the public conscience. Otherwise the military 
resources of the nation will be usec, not in accordance with the laws of 
modern society but the law of the jungle. The military leaders share 
responsibility with other leaders. I use the word "share" acvisedly,. 
Obviously the milit ry leaders are not the final and exclusive arbiters 
and the German military leaders do not bear exclusive responsibility for 
the criminal holocaust which was committed. But the German military 
leaders conspired with others to undermine and destroy the conscience 
of the German nation. The German military leaders wanted to aggrandize 
Germany and, if necessary, to resort to Ware 

As the Chief Prosecutor for the United States said in his opening 
statement, "The German military leaders are here before you because they, 


along with others, mastered Germany and drove it to war," 


Your Lordship, that concludes the evidence under Counts One and Two, 


amd if this would be a convenient sioppir 

THE PRESIDENT: You have another branch of the argument? 

COLONEL TAYLOR: Counts Three and Four, your Hongr, which will take 
considerable time. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very well, we will adjourn now. 
(Whereupon, at 1655 hours the hearing of the Tribunal adjourned to reconvene 
at 1000 hours on 7 January 1946) 

2171 





